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Lesson Calendar 


1. October 5.—Joshua Encouraged. ......... Josh. x: 1-11 
2. October ager ee SS Fare Josh. 3:9 to4:7 
3. October 19.—The Fall of Jericho. ......... osh. 6 : 8-20 
4. October 26.—Joshua and Caleb. ......... osh, 14: 5-15 


5. November 2.—Cities of Refuge. . .. . osh. 
6. November 9.—Joshua’s Parting Advice . Josh. 24 : 14-25 


. November 16.—The Time of the Judges. ..... Judg. 2: 7-19 
Hi November 23.—World’s Temperance Lesson . . . . Isa. 28: 1-13 
9. Nov. 30.—Gideon and the Three Hundred. . . Judg. 7: 1-8, 16-21 

zo. December 7.—Ruth and Naomi. ......... Ruth 1: 16-22 
a1, December 14.—The Boy Samuel ......... 1 Sam. 3: 1-14 


Samuel the Judge ........ x Sam. 7: 2-13 
Or, Christmas Lesson. ...... Luke 2 ; 8-20 


x 
Autumn 


By Nannie-Lee Frayser 


CROSS the woods a blaze of red, 
Upon the earth brown ashes spread, 
Gray clouds are floating overhead. 
’Tis lonely autumn. 


Within the woods a glint of gold; 

Beneath our feet the soft rich mold; 

The barns are bursting, for, behold ! 
’Tis harvest autumn 


Within my heart a dying fire,— 
Brown ashes there, and lost desire ; 
Naught left,—but rest doth it require. 
’Tis lonely autumn. 
See, rest hath come! from sowing seeds— 
Rest! Dreams of peace, and loving deeds! 
Thy life of toil, to heaven it leads. 
’Tis joyful harvest autumn. 
LovlIsvILLe, Ky. 


=F OD Te RIA 


Two new departments are commenc#d in this issue 
of the Times. Eachis conducted by an acknowledged 
master, They are described on the third page. 























How to Serve Your 
Sunday-School’s Interests 

Another representative. issue of The Sunday 
School Times goes this week to more than fifty thou- 
sand Sunday-school workers who, so far as known, 
are not yet subscribers to the paper. A cursory 
glance at the contents of these pages will give one a 
general hint as to what the paper brings to its great 
family week by week. A more careful examination 
will show why so many thousands of Sunday-school 
people have established the Times as a fixture in 
their schools and homes. Is there any greater service 
a Sunday-school superintendent can render his school 
than to see that all his teachers and officers are receiving 
the Times regularly ? Itis asimple matter to do this ; 
a club will put the expense at a cent and a half a week 
foreach copy. The facts given on page 569 are likely 
to interest every reader of this paper, whether a sub- 
scriber or not. 

KK 


Not What We Ask For 


Not always what we desire, but always what we 
truly need, our wise and loving heavenly Father 
stands ready to give to us. And what earthly human 
parent, according to his wisdom and ability, would 
desire to do otherwise toward a best loved child? 
Who of us as a loving parent would say unqualifiedly 
to a dear child, ‘‘I am ready to give to you whatever 
you ask, even though it be what will seriously harm 
you'’? Yet we want even our unwise children to tell 
us their wants, and then we give them in love better 


than their best desires, even while refraining from 
doing them harm when they ask that we should. 
What better petition can we offer with our daily re- 
quests to our Father in heaven than, ‘‘ Not our will 
but thine, O Lord, be done’’? How much we owe to 
God for not giving all that we ask for! 
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Professor Hilprecht’s 
First Report in America 

Pick and spade are making history just now,— 
not only in the coal fields, but in diggings that will 
be remembered after the coal strike of 1902 is forgot- 
ten. The testimony of unearthed treasures in the 
East to the historical accuracy of the Bible is one of 
the most potent answers to destructive criticism. 
There has recently arrived on these shores one whose 
name is synonymgus with biblical discovery in Baby- 
lonia and Assyria, Professor Dr. Herman V. Hil- 
precht, of the editorial staff of The Sunday School 
Times. The world’s leading Assyriologist, and dis- 
coverer of priceless contributions to biblical archeol- 
ogy, his return from the East has been eagerly 
heralded by the public press. His article elsewhere 
in this issue is his first published news since reaching 
America, His decipherment of the volumes in the 
great Temple Library of Bel, his discovery of which 
stirred two continents, will in the near future be pub- 
lished exclusively in The Sunday School Times, as 
are all of Professor Hilprecht’s first announcements. 
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How to Deal 


Knowing How to Gain Possession 

Giving our best to God, or giving up anything at 
God's call, is making the best use of our best for 
ourselves. We really retain nothing for ourselves but 
that which we give up at God's call. It is in this sense 
that ‘‘it is more blessed to give than to receive,’’ and 
more blessed to give than to retain. Knowing how 
to give is knowing how to have and to hold. 


** And who gives up his best to God 
Obtains a blessing large and broad. 
Therefore bear thou, and query not; 
Therefore dare thou, and fear thou not: 
And though thy heart break, still the Lord 
Shall be thy thousandfold reward,’’ 


x. 
Weakness as a Means of Strength 


Weakness is sometimes the best strength. Paul 
says, ‘‘When I am weak, then am I strong.’’ And 
all of God's children have a right to share that bless- 
ing. Without any of one’s own strength, while shar- 
ing all of God's strength, is to be possessed of all that 
we need, and more. When good Dr. Bushnell was 
in his last illness, one of his loving daughters said to 
him, ‘‘Dear father, you are so patient in all your 
trials !'' His quick answer was, ‘‘I've got a great 
deal of weakness to back me.’’ He felt the true 
strength of weakness. We have reason to be grateful 
for the help of that same strength, 


with Doubts 


Ill. A Telephone as Encouraging Prayer 


O THOSE who were taught in childhood to pray, 
prayer seems one of the most natural things in 
the world,—and it zs so. Even though after- 

wards one may long neglect prayer, and cease to call 
on God in his ordinary need, he will, in time of spe- 
cial peril or exceptional need, cry out for help,—cry 
out in despair, if not in trust. One who has at any 
time prayed, even though it were but to have said his 
little child-prayer at his mother's or his nurse's knee, 
can hardly understand the feelings of one who never 
prayed. 

We little realize how much we are indebted to our 
earliest training for our best feelings, our holiest aspi- 
rations, our most sacred hopes and confidences, in 
our ordinary and our extraordinary experiences of life. 
One who has arrived at mature age without having 
prayed, or learned to pray, is like one spiritually 
deaf and dumb and blind. How shall he be taught 
what be lacks, or taught how to supply that lack ? 
That is one of the most difficult practical questions 
that confront him who would give help to a doubter. 

A Christian worker who had had much experience 
in guiding others through their spiritual doubts and 
religious difficulties, became interested in a young 
man whom he sought to lead into the brighter light 
of trust in Christ. The young man was of high moral 
principle and of upright conduct. So far, he was an 
example to many a believer. But his religion, if it 
could be called a religion, was wholly one of high 
morality and well-doing toward his fellows. 

That young man’s religion was practically as barren 
and limited and materialistic as Confucianism. It 
might possibly have been called Deism, for a nominal 


belief in God was there, but there was no conscious 


close relation or communing with God day by day. 





This is the third of a series of four editorials on this gene- 


ral subject. It is hoped that the truths suggested will prove 


to be not only of timely aid in connection with the honest in- 
quiries incident to *‘ Decision Day,"’ but also of permanent 


suggestiveness in meeting the doubts of believers themselves 


and those whom they would help. The series will be pub- 
lished in pamphlet form after its appearance here. 


Yet that young man was a university graduate. He 
had been accustomed to hear prayers in public, and 
to listen to appeals to his spiritual nature, and to 
commendation of personal prayer. Experimentally, 
however, he knew nothing of prayer, hence he really 
knew nothing of God in God's relation to his inner spirit 
and soul. Strange as this case may seem, that young 
man was an illustration of many another, and therefore 
his case has the more interest as a subject of study. 

As they talked together one day, the would-be 
helper asked the young man, who had said that he 
wished he knew more of God, whether he ever prayed 
to God for special guidance and help in drawing 
nearer to him. The young man answered frankly 
that he had never done so. 

‘¢ Then why do you not do so ?’’ asked his friend. 
‘*You need help. You want help. God can help 
you. God is ready to give you help if you only ask 
him. Why not kneel down and ask from God the 
help that you want, and that he is ready to give? It 
is a very simple matter, but a very important one. 
Why do you hesitate ?”’ 

Then came an impressive and instructive response 
from the young man that the helper never forgot. 

‘«It may seem to you a very simple matter, but you 
can’t understand how much of a matter it is to me, 
and how next to impossible it is for me even to con- 
sider it, much less to attempt it. You want me to 
kneel down on the floor and to speak into the air, 
without seeing anything, or hearing anything, or 
knowing just what I am doing, or why ; and then yous 
want me to expect some kind of an answer, and to 
get it, from no one, or nowhere. And you say that 
it is a very simple thing. You can’t understand how 
unreasonable and how unnatural a thing it seems to 
me, with my life habits and training,—not to say how 
ridiculous it would seem to me to appear.”’ 

And then the older man realized how difficult a 
case he had to deal with, how different a case of 
doubting from any he had met before was now pre- 
sented to him. He asked guidance from God, to en- 
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able him to say right words that might instruct and 
enc ourage. 

Those were the early days of the now common tele- 
phone. The helper was led to think of that, and he 
said to the young man : 

‘« You are familiar with the telephone ?’’ 

‘+ Yes,”” 

‘* But you have none in your house, | believe ?’’ 

‘*No,”’ 

‘‘l happen to have one in mine. Now, if you 
had never tried a telephone, or known much about 
it, and should come into my house, and see me 
speaking into a hole against the wall, and should ask 
me what I was doing, suppose I were to tell you that 
1 was talking to a friend outside at a distance, and 
getting answers from him, to my great enjoyment and 
profit, and that I shouldn't really want to live without 
the privileges of the telephone,—mightn’'t my state- 
ment seem improbable to you ?”’ 

‘It might.’’ 

‘*Suppose you told me that you couldn't see any 
friend of mine, or hear any voice of a friend, and that 
the whole thing was out of your range of experience 
and mode of thinking, and that | must pardon you 
for being unready to accept it at present. Suppose 
you left my house, and went to another friend's, and 
found him also talking into a hole against the wall ; 
and so with friend after friend,—ten, twenty, thirty, 
—all telling you the same story,—wouldn’t it have 
some effect wn you? Oughtn’t it to have an effect on 
you asa snails reasonable man ? 

‘« Yes, I admit it ought.”’ 

‘*Suppose I should say to you, ‘I get so much profit 
through using the telephone that I want you to try it. 
Speak through it to One who can help you, and ask 
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for his help. Would it seem unreasonable or foolish 
for you to try it? Would it not, on the contrary, 
seem unreasonable and foolish for you not to try it?’’ 

‘«] think it might have that look.’’ 

‘*Will you not try the spiritual telephone, my 
friend, that will put you in intelligent communication 
with the Friend of friends? He is ready to be in 
communication with you, if you are willing to have 
him so. He wants to give you help. He promises 
to do it, according as you ask and trust. Won't you 
try it?’’ 

«7 will.’’ 

‘¢ There is one thing you must remember, however, 
my friend. You must expect to get an answer before 
your answer comes. If you speak into the transmitter, 
and then turn away, counting the experiment a failure 
because you have received no communication, it will 
be a failure. But, having spoken into the transmit- 
ter, you must listen, with the receiver at your ear, 
attent on the possible communication coming to you. 
Believing that you are to receive the message, you 
shall have it. There is where the importance of 
faith comes in. Your friend at the other end of the 
line is to be depended on; you must not only call 
on him positively, but you must confidently expect an 
answer, and listen for it, assured that it will come.’’ 

‘7 will try to remember that, and act accordingly.’’ 

And another home station was soon in communica- 
tion with the Central Office, and the spiritual wires 
were in working order day and night. Messages of 
importance passed both ways over those wires, and 
God gave the rich blessing, and the one who had 
doubted received it. He came to help others to see 


how unreasonable it is to doubt, and how simple it is 
to trust. 











question whether Whitman saved Oregon to the Union. 





Marcus Whitman's supporters and doubters have responded to the Editor's call for evidence in the Oregon con- 
troversy by sending a wealth of interesting material. The publication of the evidence will be commenced next week 
in this department. In the meantime the invitation is still open. Facts are desired that will throw light on the 








Should We Vote on Sunday in Order 
to Secure Good to the Community ? 
Questions as to observing the letter or the spirit 
of God's written law have perplexed well-meaning 
men in all lands and in all times. It was concern- 
ing such matters that the Pharisees found fault with 
the disciples of Jesus in his day, and Jesus pointed 
out that the Pharisees were wrong. Just now there 
comes a question in this line from Bulgaria, a land 
that has of late been of special interest to Americans 
from the capture and imprisonment of Miss Ellen 
Stone, the missionary, until her demanded ransom 
was paid, It is a Bulgarian Christian who writes : 

Elections in Bulgaria take place on Sunday. So the law 
requires. Should Christians on that account abstain from 
voting? If so, when can we Protestants effect a change of 
that law, if we do not vote? The men who oversee the elec- 
tion in each section are chosen by lot. In case one is chosen 
and refuses to serve, he is fined from four hundred to eight 
hundred franks, unless he presents a sufficient reason for his 
absence. Ona recent election the lot fell to an only Protes- 
tant in a village. He is a recent convert. He refused to 
serve, giving as a reason his convictions on keeping the Sab- 
bath. The courts very likely will not accept his reason. 
Would it be wrong if he had fulfilled that duty as a citizen ? 

Whether the Bulgarian authorities do wrong in or- 
dering elections held on the day that is observed as 
the Sabbath, is one question. Whether a Christian 
citizen is justified in voting at such a time so as to 
promote the good of the community and the interests 
of Christ, is quite another question. It may be one’s 
duty, there or elsewhere, to work hard on the Sab- 
bath day. Jesus suggested that one might thus work 
in order to save an endangered animal, and yet more 
so if one could help a sick man, A party of Sunday 
excursionists might be in danger of drowning. In 
such a case it might be a Christian's duty to remain 
away from chusch, and go out in a rowboat on the river 
just to save a few Sabbath-breakers’ lives. It would 
indeed be a pity if devotion to Bible regulations as to 
days of work or rest made Christians poor citizens or 
neighbois. 

An incident in the Editor's experience during the 
American Civil War will illustrate his view of the 
truth in question. He was a regimental chaplain. 
He enjoyed holding religious services on Sunday for 
the benefit of the officers and men of his charge. 
Yet the general commanding the corps repeatedly or- 
dered public reviews on that day. The review, in- 
cluding preparations for it, occupied most of the day. 


Many of the chaplains asked of their commanders to 
be excused from going out on review with their regi- 
ments, on the ground that they did not like, or that 
they thought it was wrong, to do work on Sunday. 
Yet, had there been a battle, every one of those chap- 
lains would have felt it his duty to be out and at work 
caring for the wounded. The present Editor, as a 
Christian chaplain, felt it to be his duty to be with 
his regiment, wherever it was in the line of duty. If 
his regiment was ordered into battle or on review, he 
went with it accordingly. His personal opinions of 
the wisdom or unwisdom of a particular order of his 
commander had nothing to do with his obeying an 
order that the commander had a right to issue. For 
himself, as a chaplain, he would have counted it a 
shirking of his Christian duty if he had asked to be 
excused from going out with his regiment on review 
on the ground that he wanted to enjoy his religious 
privileges of quiet reflection by himself. If it was a 
hardship for his men to go out on review under orders 
on a Sunday, their chaplain wanted to share their 
hardship. He did not fear that his men or his com- 
manders deemed him less sincere or earnest as a 
Christian for so doing. 

As to one’s duty in the particular case suggested 
under the local government in Bulgaria, it would be 
necessary to know more as to the particular circum- 
stances before speaking positively. It may be one’s 
duty to resist an order to do wrong, and to take the 
consequences. Yet, on the other hand, it may be 
unmanly and unchristian to refuse to take an oar to 
help save the Sunday excursionists. One ought to be 
positive as to the basal principle on which he decides 
to act in the case. 
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Beyond the Editor’s Knowledge 

Questions are sometimes asked of the Editor 
which he is quite ready to say he is entirely unable 
to answer. A Bible lover in the United States Navy 
writes from Virginia about several things that are 
beyond the reach of the Editor. 

1. Can you tell me, in your Notes on Open Letters, about 
when the earth was created ? And also (2) Is the Bible origi- 
nal? A shipmate of mine says that the things that Christ 
taught the Chinese taught thousands of years before the Bible 
was written. 

1. As to the time when this world was created the 
Editor cannot say ; he was not there, and therefore 
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he cannot fix the precise date. And the Bible does 
not attempt to teach us how long ago the creation 
occurred. If there are evidences, or indications, in 
the researches of geologists or of antiquarians, that 
the earth was here ten thousand, or ten million, years 
ago, there is nothing in the Bible that either specifi- 
cally confirms or denies it. Nor would it affect the 
Editor's personal duty or hopes if there were. 

2. We have no reason to claim or suppose that 
there was never anything known or written about God 
and God's truth before the Bible was written. There 
were vajuable teachings about God and man written 
in Egypt and Assyria and China. ‘thousands of 
years before the Bible was written.’’ But should that 
make a man less ready to do his personal duty, or 
enjoy his highest privileges, in God's service, as the 
Bible teaches it? Even if some of the truth was 
taught thousands of years before the Bible was written, 
should that be. any. reason why we should disbelieve 
or neglect it? Does the shipmate of the correspon- 
dent do his full duty, so far as he finds that Christ 
taught it, and that Chinese sages taught similarly ? 


x 


A Lesson from Israel’s Journeyings 

Every fact and incident in the recorded story o1 
God’s dealings with his people Israel has its lesson 
for God’s people in every age. It may have more 
than one lesson. We do well to profit by any truth 
that we think is to be learned from those teach- 
ings. But it is not for us to say positively that any 
one lesson is the only one that can profitably be in- 
ferred from what God has preserved for our instruc- 
tion. An earnest Bible student in Canada thus writes 
as to our current Bible lessons : 


Your Notes on Open Letters have always been of special 
interest and benefit to me, many of the questions asked hav- 
ing often puzzled me. I have had a discussion with several 
friends on the wilderness life of the children of Israel. Some 
have maintained that the journey through the wilderness repre- 
sented the state of a sinner, and Canaan the Christian life. 
Others thought that the former represented the trials and dif- 
ficulties which the children of God encounter at the present 
time, while Canaan represents our final home,—heaven. 
Would you kindly give your opinion on this subject in your 
Notes on Open Letters? 

Without claiming that any one teaching is the only 
one to profit by from the Israelites’ journeyings, it is 
safe to say that one lesson is certainly to be found 
there. Three lands stand out in the Bible record, — 
Egypt, Arabia, and Canaan. Egypt is the Land of 
Bondage, Arabia is the Land of Training, Canaan is 
the Land of Rest. He who would enjoy the Land of 
Rest must leave the Land of Bondage, and pass 
toward the Land of Rest through the Land of Train- 
ing. This is shown in different cases from Abraham 
to Jesus. This was the course taken by the Israel. 
ites. Had they been more teachable and obedient, 
they need not have been so long on the way. Even 
Jesus, as sharing man’s experience, was as a babe 
down in Egypt, and he had to pass through Arabia to 
Canaan. It is well for us to realize in what land we 
now are. There is in ¢his life a Land of Rest to the 
children of God, It is our privilege to be in that 
land if we will. 


Massacres in Bible Times 

If any one expects to find that God’s children in 
olden time, in the days of which the Bible tells, were 
sinless, and in all things were an example to us, he 
will be disappointed. And indeed it would be dis- 
couraging to us if this were not so; for we hope to 
be saved, not because we are good, but because we 
are forgiven sinners. Some Sunday-school teachers 
in New York have found a stumbiing-block that 
ought to be looked at as a stepping-stone toward 
heaven. 


The horrible massacres by Joshua and-his men of war, re- 
corded in the Book of Joshua, are a stumbling-block to many 
teachers. Perhaps The Sunday School Times will give us 
something on that point. 

It does look as if those people on both sides, in 
Joshua's day, had some pretty bad traits and some 
pretty bad ways. They were almost as bad as New- 
Englanders and Virginians in their dealing with the 
Indians two centuries and more ago. Perhaps they 
were as bad as some of the ‘‘ Christianized’’ whites 
who looted and massacred the ‘‘ heathen ’’ Chinese in 
our own country less than a generation ago. If those 
New York teachers do not count the way of Joshua's 
men consistent with the teachings of Jesus, let them 
take Jesus, and not Joshua, for an example. If 
Joshua or any of his men went to heaven, they had 
to be forgiven, and that is our only hope. 
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Mr. Speer’s Young People’s 
Department to be Resumed 


When the readers of The Sunday School Times 
miss from its pages that which they have found help- 
ful there, they are prompt to inform the Editor. 
And there can be no surer method of securing a 
paper's greatest usefulness than free correspondence 
of just this sort between readers and editors. An 
instance of its value appears in this issue in the 
resuming of the notes on the Young People’s Prayer- 
Meeting Topics, by Mr. Robert E. Speer. That 
department was discontinued last spring only because 
it was doubted whether the readers of _the Times 
were using any regular article on the prayer-meet- 
ing topics. The doubt has been decisively settled 
by the readers themselves. The demand for the 
re-appearance of the department is such that but one 
answer can be made to it, and it is a sincere pleas- 
ure to resume the department as a regular feature 
of The Sunday School Times. That Mr. Speer him- 
self is to conduct this work again is a matter for 
hearty congratulation to the readers of the Times. 
There is no young man in our land to-day closer to 
the practical life and spiritual needs, difficulties, 
temptations, and aspirations of young people than 
Mr. Speer. College man, student, athlete, secretary 
of a great foreign missionary board, author of many 
books, a welcomed speaker at conventions and other 
gatherings, familiar with the life of young people not 
only throughout this country, but throughout the 
world, his words on the prayer-meeting topics will 
point out saving truth to a mighty army of his young 
co-workers. 


% 
Watch for the Rally Day Honor List! 


Since late in September the returns have been 
coming in reporting the results of the Roosevelt Rally 
Day. Never was there a more interesting campaign, 
nor a more interesting set of returns. In next week's 
issue of the Times the Honor List will prebably be 
published. There is lively competition for places at 
the top, and a remarkably high standard of excellence. 
It will be necessary to limit the printed list to the one 
hundred schools standing highest, for to print the 
total number already reported would far exceed the 
limits of available space. The demand for the cards 
giving the portrait and Rally Day letter of President 
Roosevelt has not yet ceased, though over one hundred 
and thirty thousand have already been ordered. 

. 
% 
A Good Membership Application 

Many Sunday-schools make use of application 
cards for admission to membership, and original 
methods are employed to give them special meaning. 
An application card showing real thought in its con- 
struction, and exceedingly concise in its expression, 
comes from Miss Catherine Denman, of the First 


Congregational School of Petaluma, California. It 
reads as follows : 





I desire to be enrolled as a member of the 


Sunday-School of the First 
Congregational Church 
of Petaluma, California, promising, as far as in me lies, to 


attend its sessions, study the lessons, and work for its 
success, 


cup ha ao a ae oe ae 
po eee 
I approve the above, 
. . Parent. 











% 
What One Cradle Roll Accomplished 


That ‘‘a little child shall lead them ’’ was exem- 
plified not long ago in a significant way, where the 
head of a family had left his church in anger at what 
fie believed to be some slight to himself. Having 
repudiated responsibility to his own church, he and 
his wife soon drifted away from all churches. For 
six years this state of affairs continued. In the mean- 
time, a child had been born to the home, and, when 
it was two years old, a visitor from the family’s former 





“Ask Marion Lawrance” 


Do questions ever come up in your Sunday- 
school work that you are puzzled to answer? 
Have you ever wished you could go right to a 
Sunday-school worker of ripe experience and 
sound judgment to get them answered? The 
advice of just such a counselor is at your service 
from now on. All you need to do is to ask your 
question or state your problem. 

The name of Marion Lawrance is known and 
loved in every state, territory, and province of 
North America. As General Secretary of the 
International Sunday-school Convention, he 
travels over twenty-five thousand miles a year 
in his mission of counseling, upbuilding, guid- 
ing, and inspiring Sufday-school work. He 
does not speak and write from theory. For 
twenty-six years he has been the superintendent 
of one of the famous Sunday-schools of our land, 
the Washington Street Congregational of To- 
ledo, Ohio. It was his remarkable work as 
superintendent there many years ago that first 
attracted B. F. Jacobs to him. On the latter's 
recommendation he was made first state Sunday- 
school secretary of Ohio, which position he gave 
up only for the greater International field. 


Always a power on the platform, there is no 
more notable or characteristic illustration of Mr. 
Lawrance’s special ability to help the indi- 
vidual Sunday-school worker than his conducting 
of a ‘‘Question Box'’ session ataconvention. A 
thousand Sunday-school people to-day remember 
the great conference of this sort that the General 
Secretary led at Denver last June. To many it 
was the most interesting and directly helpful 
meeting of the International Convention. 


And now, instead of helping a thousand su- 
perintendents or teachers from a single plat- 
form, this rare teacher and counselor will speak 
to a world-wide audience every week in the 
columns of The Sunday School Times. It is 
difficult to imagine a more valuable department 
for all than ‘* Marion Lawrance’s Question Box"’ 
is destined to become. It will be found this 
week on page 567. Send the questions on which 
you want his counsel to ‘‘ Marion Lawrance’s 
Question Box,’’ The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











church came seeking its name for the Cradle Roll. 
The mother agreed to let her baby’s name be entered, 
and a certificate was promptly returned. The father 
was not offended. Instead, he carefully read the 
certificate over twice, and after a minute's silence said, 
‘« Well, I guess we'll have to go down to the old school 
and see what this is.’ Seven visits to the Sunday- 
school resulted in the husband and wife returning to 
the church, the direct result of the Cradle-Roll work. 


% 
Decision Day in Your Sunday-School 


After the observance of November g as Decision 
Day, the Sunday School Times will be deeply in- 
terested in hearing from its readers how they ob- 
served the day in their Sunday-schools, and with 
what results. The last three issues of the Time *:<e 
contained important articles on the methods and 
spirit of the day. An especially helpful message was 
that of Dr. J. R. Miller, last week, on ‘‘ Thoughts for 
Decision Day.’’ It is the sort of reading to put into 
the hand of every schoiar not a confessed follower 
of the Lord. As announced last week, Dr. Miller's 
article can be obtained for this use in leaflet form 
from The Sunday School Times Co., in quantities, at 
the rate of a cént apiece, or single copies for a two- 
cent stamp. 

Letters are still being received from state Sunday- 
school secretaries telling of plans for the observance 
of the November Decision Day. In addition to the 
many letters already printed here, messages of co- 
operation have: been received from Wisconsin (J. T. 
Chynoweth, Field Secretary), Southern California 





(Charles M. Miller, Secretary), Ontario (J. A. Jack- 
son, General Secretary), British Columbia (H. J. 
Knott, Secretary), Alberta (George A. Reid, Vice- 
President), and lowa (B. F. Mitchell, General Secre- 
tary). Do not forget that the Editor extends an 
earnest invitation to all workers, whether superinten- 
dents, teachers, or field officers, to write to him, at 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa., after Novem- 
ber 9, telling what the day meant to their Sunday- 
schools, and how it was observed. 


. 
Introducing the Supplemental Lesson 


These are days of supplemental study, and su- 
perintendents who wish to be up to date are inquiring 
as to what matter should be used, and how they can 
introduce it into the grades of the school. Emerald 
Avenue Presbyterian School of Chicago, under the 
leadership of O. E. Aleshire, has the following pro- 
gram of courses, and other schools can easily make 
up their own details with this as a basis for the inter- 
mediate department (8 to II years). 


Intermediate Department 


FirsT YEAR. 
Age, 8. Public-school grade, 2. 


Study of Palestine. 

Learn the Apostles’ Creed. 
Learn Psalm tr. 

Review the Beatitudes. 


SECOND YEAR. 
Age, 9. Public-school grade, 3. 
Study of the twelve apostles. 
Study of the books of the Bible. 
Learn Psalm 19. 
Review the Commandments and first year’s work. 


THIRD YEAR. 
Age, 10. Public-school grade, 4. 


Studies in Old Testament biography. 
Memorizing of Scripture verses. 
Review of the first and the seoond year’s work, 


FOURTH YEAR. 
Age, 11. Public-school grade, 5. 
Studies in the life of Jesus. 
Learn 1 Corinthians, chapter 13. 
Review the work of previous years. 


“ 


A Checking Method for 
Attendance and Offering 


Simple devices oftentimes obviate a good many 
errors and misunderstandings in the work of the Sun- 
day-school. A.C. Ward, of the Englewood Christian 
School of Indianapolis, is convinced of this truth 
through the use of a card for reporting the class at- 
tendance and offering. The main part of the card is 
filled out by the teacher and sent to the secretary with 
the collection, the teacher tearing off and retaining the 
duplicate stub. After counting the money, the secre- 
tary arranges the cards and reads the report from them, 
later copying it into the permanent record. The stub 
is held by the teacher to check as the report is read 
to the school 
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Welcome to the Pastors 

A tribute to the high grade of exercises at Sun- 
day-scnool conventions, and te their practical helpful- 
ness, is the number of pastors who have been noticed 
in attendance upon the fall staie conventions. In 
Massachusetts, for instance, there were more than a 
hundred and fifty clergymen present at the state con- 
vention held in Springfield in the early days of October, 
and in Pennsylvania local conventions the proportion 
was equally large. The result of this is greatly to the 
advantage of organized Sunday-school work, and even 
greater helpfulness to the pastors. Tone and dignity 
and seriousness, and increased practical usefulness, are 
added to a convention by the presence of the ministers ; 
and on their return home they spread the convention's 
influence as lay delegates can scarcely hope to do. 
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With Pick and Spade in Bible Lands 


By Professor Herman V. Hilprecht, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Scientific Director of the Babylonian Expedition of the University of Pennsylvania 









Excavations at the Biblical Gezer 
HE Palestine Exploration Fund of Lon- 
don announced early in the spring that 
gj the Sultan had granted permission to 
{ excavate the important site of Gezer. 
t——="4 After the usual difficulties caused by 
the land-owners and other interested 

= parties had been overcome success- 
fully, Mr. Stuart Macalister was able to commence his 
explorations of the ruins on June 14. It is estimated 
that a methodical examination of the mound will re- 
quire two years. ‘This latest scientific enterprise of 
the London society, which has done such noble work 
in the past in connection with the resurrection of 
ancient Palestine, promises to become of exceptional 
interest. As to the surface available for explorations, 
the mound is the largest ¢e// yet attacked by the Pales- 
tine Exploration Fund. 

‘The mound is in length about seventeen hundred 
feet, and in breadth, at the narrowest part, about 
three hundred,’’ The natives call it Tell ej-Jezari 
(‘‘ Mound of Gezer’’). The correctness of the local 
tradition was fully vindicated years ago by Clermont- 
Ganneau's discovery of the famous bilingual inscrip- 
tions (Hebrew and Greek) set by a certain Alkios, which 
define the limits of the ancient city. The accumu- 
lated rubbish of the ruin probably is only fifteen to 
eighteen feet deep. Fragments of the former stone 
enclosure, remains of a large fortress, dressed stones 
found under a mulberry plantation, and many pre- 
Israelite potsherds strewn over the entire surface, with 
a few stamped Rhodian jar-handles of the Hellenistic 
period, are the characteristic features of the present 
mound, while a curious system of aqueducts and 
waterworks belonging to the Roman period seems to 
radiate from the copious springs round the ¢e//. 


Three Thousand Years of History Here 

According to Clermont-Ganneau's investigations, 
the history of Gezer can be traced in general from 
about 1400 B.C. to about A.D. 1500, or, in round 
numbers, for a period of nearly three thousand years. 
Three cuneiform letters of the El-Amarna series were 
written from Gezer itself. With a few other similar 
documents, they contain the earliest references to the 
famous city before the Israelite occupation. In fact, 
the first mentioned three clay tablets are addressed by 
Yapakhi, governor of Gezer, to the king of Egypt, to 
which Palestine then belonged. The faithful vassal 
solicits the Pharaoh's speedy help to check the grow- 
ing rebellion against the Egyptian suzerainty brought 
about by the invasion of the Khabiri, who are re- 
garded by many scholars as identical with the He- 
brew tribes then entering Palestine. 

During the Israelite immigration, Horam, another 
chieftain of Gezer, was defeated and slain by Joshua 
(Josh. 10 : 33), and his Canaanite subjects were reduced 
to servitude (16: 10). The place itself became a Le- 
vitical city, assigned to the sept of Kohath (21 : 21). 
Under David, Gezer seems to have been in the pos- 
session of the Philistines (2 Sam. 5 : 25; 1 Chron. 
20:4). Solomon's father-in-law burned this strong- 
hold at the southern border of Ephraim, and pre- 
sented the site to his daughter. After the rebuilding 
of the town by Solomon (1 Kings 9 : 16), it disappears 
from our sight until the time of the Maccabees, 
when we meet it under the name of Gazara in the 
account of the Jewish wars with the Seleucides. The 
bilingual boundary inscriptions above referred to 
‘‘bridge the gap between the Hasmoneans and the 
Crusaders,’ who under Baldwin IV defeated Saladin 
near ‘‘ Mont Gisart’* (Mound of Gezer). Mr. Mac- 
alister’s excavations will surely contribute essentially 
to our knowledge of the history of one of the earliest 
and most important places of ancient Palestine. 


Thoughtless Threatening of Palestine’s Treasures 

It is a natural desire on the part of the large num- 
ber oft pilgrims and tourists who travel to the East 
every year to gather a few antiquities which, in their 
later recollections at home, they may associate with 
the ruins and pyramids of Egypt, the temples of 
Greece, the tombs of Syria and Palestine. But we 
must not wonder that, in consequence of the extraor- 
dinary prices which they are willing to pay even fora 
well-executed forgery, in most cases not to be distin- 
guished by the average traveler from a genuine an- 
tiquity, regular syndicates have been formed between 


Pos 





the antiquity dealers of Alexandria, Cairo, Jerusalem, 
Beyrit, Baghdad, and many other places, and the 
peasants or fellahin, who dig secretly in the ruins, 
and rob the tombs of their most valuable archeological 
treasures. It is true, we owe some of our best in- 
scriptions known to this illicit traffic in archeological 
contraband ; but the few actual results for science 
connected with these efforts of unscrupulous mer- 
chants, assisted by ignorant peasants, and encouraged 
by thoughtless travelers, who unconsciously threaten 
to make Palestine archeologically a desert, are en- 
tirely out of proportion to the immense damage which 
is done year after year to the cause of methodical 
research, particularly in Palestine. 


Important Seals Discovered 
Containing Old Testament Names 

The discovery of three new Hebrew seals, which 
recently have found their.way from Syria to Europe, 
testify to the wild fever for tomb robbing and illegal 
excavating that has recently spread over the whole 
country south of the Jaffa and Jerusalem Railway. 
These objects, which have been published by Cler- 
mont-Ganneau, the well-known French archeologist, 
by Mr. Stuart Macalister and Professor Sayce, in a 
recent number of the Quarterly Statement of the 
Palestine Exploration Fund, are not only of impor- 
tance for ancient Hebrew epigraphy, but even for 
biblical lexicography and exegesis, as each of the 
three seals contains one or two names familiar from 
the Old Testament. 

The first seal is reported to have come from Deir 

Aban, a village situated to the east of Jerusalem. 
Strange to say, it had ‘‘ gone the round of the mar- 
kets of Jerusalem, and passed from hand to hand 
before finding a buyer.’’ Probably its owner de- 
manded too high a price for the antiquity. It is 
made of amethyst, ellipsoidal in form, and convex on 
the inscribed surface. Two lines of archaic Hebrew 
writing, separated by a double stroke, —a characteris- 
tic feature of strictly Israelite seals of the older epoch, 
—contain the two biblical names, ‘‘To Ma‘aseiahi 
[son* of], Meshullam ’’ (comp. 1 Chron. 9: 12 ; Jer. 
35 : 4). 
The second, made of lapis-lazuli, with spangles of 
gold, is in the shape of a scaraboid, ellipsoidal, con- 
vex above, flat underneath. As the stone was not 
pierced, it was intended to be mounted, and to form 
a signet ring. The two lines of inscription, separated 
again by the double stroke, read, ‘‘To Amdiaha, 
daughter of Shebaniahi.’’ The name of the father, 
known from two other seals and three older jar- 
handles, discovered in the Fund's latest excavations 
of Tell ej-Judeideh, appears as Shebaniah (1 Chron. 15: 
24), and in the probably abbreviated form of Shebnah 
(2 Kings 18: 18) in the Bible. According to Profes- 
sor Néldeke’s suggestion, the name was originally 
pronounced Shabaniyah(a) (‘‘ Jehovah has brought 
me back’’),—a theory to which the Septuagint trans- 
literation of the name as Sdbenia (or Somnia), gives 
additional weight. 

The third seal, made of bluish chalcedony, is an 
octagonal cone, pierced transversely, and, according 
to Clermont-Ganneau, belonging to the Arameo-Per- 
sian period (about the fifth pre-Christian century). 
The two lines of almost vertical Phoenician letters, not 
separated by the usual double stroke, read, ‘‘ To ‘Ab- 
diahd [a well-known biblical name, ‘‘ Servant of Jeho- 
vah’’], son of Sheharhor [meaning Mr. ‘‘ Brown’’ }."’ 


A Greek Letter from the Time of the Persecution 
of the Christians under Diocletian 

Professor Georg Steindorff, of the University of 
Leipsic, reports the following details of recent Egyp- 
tian discoveries : 

Among the steadily increasing treasures of Egyptian 
papyri in the Greek and Coptic languages, to which 
we are already indebted for a multitude of early 
Christian literary products and valuable records, there 
is now found a new one of great importance, —namely, 
an original document dating from the time of the 
persecution of the Christians under Diocletian. This 
valuable Greek record—which, above all, also proves 
how much may be learned even from very meager 
details—has just been given to the public by Dr. 
Adolf Deissmann, professor at Heidelberg, under the 
title, Ein Original-Dokument aus der Diokletian- 
ischen Christenverfolgung, and is published by J. B. 





Mohr, Tiibingen and Leipsic, 1902. The document 
is simply a letter. The presbyter Psenosiris informs 
the presbyter Apollon that a woman by the name of 
Politike, whom the government had sent into the 
oasis (the oasis El-Khargeh in the Lybian desert is 
meant), had been safely brought to him by the grave- 
diggers ; that she was being cared for by these until 
the arrival of her son Neilos, and that if Apollon had 
any particular wishes regarding Politike, he should 
let him know. 


A Picture of Early Persecution 


These scant details, on closer examination, put 
before us substantially the following picture: The 
period is that of the Diocletian persecution. By im- 
perial decree, Christians are given the choice either to 
sacrifice to the emperor, or, for their refusal to do so, 
to suffer the confiscation of their property and banish- 
ment. Among the Christians brought before the 
governor is Politike. She has a son named Neilos, 
whom she fondly loves. The governor asks her to 
renounce her faith, but her faith is more to her than 
her temporal well-being, or even her dearly loved 
son. She will give up the latter rather than seem to 
be a hypocrite before God. The sentence of the 
governor is put into execution. Politike must leave 
house and home, child and kindred, and is sent on 
the wearisome and seemingly endless journey through 
the desert to the oasis. The name of the place at 
which the caravan arrives is Kysis. Here the sol- 
diers, who accompanied Politike as a guard, announce 
her to the local officer, and now she is free. But 
whilst still undecided what to do, and not knowing, 
amid her strange surroundings, whither to turn, one 
by the name of Apollon approaches her, who imme- 
diately recognizes in the new arrival a fellow-believer. 
He belongs to that body of men especially honored 
in Egypt,—the grave-diggers. Christianity had also 
penetrated to these, and had found among them quiet 
but earnest and self-sacrificing adherents, 

Apollon was the presbyter of the Christian congre- 
gation at Kysis, and what could be more natural than 
that he should at once take an interest in this for- 
saken and banished woman? In order, therefore, 
that Politike may also become acquainted with the 
chief presbyter of the oasis, Apollon places her into 
the company of some grave-diggers of Kysis, who 
were just then about making a journey into the in- 
terior of the oasis, and thus she comes to the presby- 
ter Psenosiris. That the journey was successfully 
made, and that Politike was cordially welcomed at 
the new place, is evident from the letter under con- 
sideration. 


Other Important Documents on the History 
of the Early Christians in Egypt 

As the subject before us is ancient Christian docu- 
ments from Egypt, reference may be made also to two 
new publications by the eminent English scholar 
W. E. Crum, both of which contain valuable details 
regarding the history and culture of the early Chris- 
tians in the valley of the Nile. One of these issues, 
which has appeared as a special extra publication of 
the Egypt Exploration Fund, contains ‘‘ Coptic Os- 
traca from the collections of the Egypt Exploration 
Fund, the Cairo Museum, and others’’ (the texts 
edited with translations and commentaries). By 
ostraca are understood potsherds and limestone chips, 
which were used to write on, and which served as a 
cheap substitute for the expensive papyrus. The 
contents of those published by Crum are extremely 
varied, consisting of biblical and liturgical texts, 
homilies, ecclesiastical documents, legal and com- 
mercial documents, accounts and lists, letters, etc. 
The information derived from these records regarding 
the life and habits of the Coptic Christians, both 
monks and laity, and concerning the administration 
of the cloisters, is extraordinarily large. This pub- 
lication is in part supplemented by the second one 
issued by Crum, which is a catalog of the ‘‘ Coptic 
Monuments,’’ found in the museum at Cairo. The 
Christian monuments and Coptic inscriptions—manu- 
scripts, ostracas, and steles, deposited in this treasure- 
house of Egyptian antiquities—are, in this second 
volume, accurately described and in part illustrated. 
Especially do the many tombstones vividly portray to 
us the art of Christian Egypt, hitherto so much neg- 
lected by archeologists. 
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The Drama of a Methodist Preacher’s Life 


Louis Albert Banks—One of the ‘‘Men Who Do Things” 


T WAS on a Sunday morning in 1886, in 

the thick of the anti-Chinese riots at 

Seattle, Washington. A Methodist 

preacher and his congregation had gath- 

ered for divine worship. The service had 

begun, when a messenger entered the 
church, walked up to the pulpit, and delivered a docu- 
ment to the preacher. A proclamation from the gov- 
ernor of the territory called upon all good citizens to 
unite in maintaining order and in putting down the 
riots then breaking out. Every congregation in Seattle 
was receiving the same message. 

The pastor read the proclamation aloud, and looked 
down upon the upturned faces. ‘‘ My friends,'’ said 
he, ‘‘ you have heard the governor's call. I will now 
dismiss the congregation. I am going down town to 
be sworn in as a deputy sheriff.’"" And not until the 
following Wednesday night, when troops came to the 
rescue, did the Methodist deputy sheriff take his 
clothes off, or eat or sleep except as he could snatch 
a moment here and there. 

The Chinese had been driven out of Tacoma, and 
the rioters now threatened to loot and burn and kill 
all the almond-eyed ones in Seattle. It was a race 
war, brutal and unreasoning, as all race warsare. The 
young preacher had openly stood for the defense of 
the treaty rights of the Chinese who were legally on 
our shores. So he was a marked man. The mob, 
surrounded his house to take him out and hang him. 
But he was not in his house; he was on duty down 
town with other defenders of the Commonwealth. 
Nothing daunted, the rioters boasted that he would 
be assassinated, that he would ‘‘ never preach again.’’ 


The Deputy Sheriff’s Sermon 

The deputy sheriff went armed while on duty 
through the week. But the next Sunday morning 
found the preacher ready for divine service. He laid 
aside his revolver and took his Bible. Outside his 
church he found members of his congregation, patrol- 
ing with Winchester rifles on their shoulders. Others 
inside had rifles under their pews. As the man of God 
looked out over his people that Sabbath morning, he 
was morally certain that he was the only man in that 
building unarmed—with earthly weapon. He gave 
out his text from John 14 : 27: ‘* Peace I leave with 
you ; my peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you.’’ And he preached on the 
surety of spiritual peace to God's children in the 
midst of earthly turmoil, if they would but have it so. 

This was a characteristic incident in the life of Louis 
Albert Banks. Oppression of the helpless he cannot 
and will not tolerate. Whether offering his life for de- 
spised foreigners in the far west, or gbing down into 
the disease-stricken slums of Boston to study and dis- 
close and mitigate the horrors of sweat-shop labor, this 
heroic championing of the weak has always character- 
ized, and more than once threatened, his life. 


An Affair with a Wife-Beating Saloon-Keeper 

While pastor and principal of public schools at 
Vancouver, Washington, he also edited a paper that 
stood for temperance and reform. An unsigned arti- 
cle one time appeared in its columns against wife- 
beating, a prevalent evil there. A saloon-keeper, 
notorious for wife-beating, and credited with the mur- 
der of at least one man, swore he would kill young 
Banks on sight. The friends of the editor and 
preacher pleaded with him to remain in his house till 
the excitement blew over. _But Banks had more im- 
portant business on hand than hiding for his life. 
He went about his daily duties. Met by the enraged 
saloon-keeper, the name of the writer of the obnoxious 
article was demanded. As he had not written it him- 
self, the editor declined to give the name. 

Expert at killing though he was, the saloon-keeper’s 
hand shook with passion and spoiled his aim. He only 
succeeded in shooting Dr. Banks through the thigh, 
then, seeing him still standing, he started to brain 
him with the butt of his pistol. But by this time a 
burly blacksmith had dashed across the street, and 
dragged the saloon-keeper away by his two ears. 
Three years in the penitentiary cooled the latter's 
ardor, while two weeks’ care of the wounded leg saw 
Dr. Banks in the pulpit again, where for six weeks he 
preached sitting with his leg stretched out on chairs. 


How He First Began to Illustrate 
It is his living, throbbing interest in life, in the 
men and women and children around him, that is the 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Glimpses of dramatic scenes in the life of the famous 
Methodist preacher and author who every week puts 
his wealth of illustrations at the disposal of the read- 
ers of the Times. How Dr. Banks gets his illustra- 
tions, and his advice to teachers on how to use them. 








secret of Dr. Banks’s power to reach men and women. 
And it is not difficult to understand now why Dr. 
Banks many years ago realized that, if he would in- 
terest men and women in his preaching, he must give 
them that in which they were already interested. He 
found that it was by effective illustrations that he was 
best able to fix the truth of a sermon in people's 
minds and hearts. So he began to look for the right 
kind of illustrations. He would find himself trying 
to see how many good illustrations he could cull 
out of actual life in a day's jaunt, or on the street, in 
parishioners’ homes, through a car window, in the news- 
papers, and so on endlessly. The habit begun early 
in life has never been given up. Rather has it been 
so cultivated that to-day Dr. Banks stands as the ac- 
knowledged master of the effective use of word pictures 
in teaching Bible truth. 

Young Banks was just sixteen years old when he 
preached his first sermon, and he has missed scarcely 
a Sunday preaching since then, He had been brought 
up in the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, 
educated at Philomath College, in Benton County, 
Oregon, and then moved to Eastern Washington. 
Having been licensed to preach at sixteen, his maiden 
effort was at a United Brethren Camp-Meeting Con- 
ference on the Touchet River, twenty miles from Walla 
Walla. During the winter he taught school, and read 
law as he could both winter and summer. After three 
years of such home preparation he was, at twenty-one, 
admitted to the bar before the Supreme Court of Ore- 
gon, being prevented from doing so a year earlier only 
on account of his age. For a year he practiced law at 
Corvallis, Oregon, still preaching Sundays. 


The Law or the Ministry ? 

It is easy to imagine that to a young man of Banks's 
ability and ambition a brilliant career at the bar was 
in sight. But after twelve months of the ministry and 


the law combined he saw plainly that he could not’ 


continue in both. One must go. The Lord's min- 
istry was his choice, and at twenty-two years of age 
he entered the Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

His first pastorate was a circuit in Southern Oregon, 
where he rode between two and three hundred miles 
a week on horseback, and averaged preaching every 
day for a year. His entire yearly salary at this time 
was less than a hundred and fifty dollars. He would 
ride all day, and preach at night. 

Dr. Banks's first church was at Portland, Oregon. 
From there he went to Vancouver, Washington, 
where he was the victim of the outraged saloon- 
keeper. He takes great delight now in telling how 
his would-be murderer, after his release from the 
penitentiary, would always salute him on the street in 
a most dignified way, gravely raising his hat as he 
passed. 

From Seattle Dr. Banks came East, and was pastor, 
for eight years, of St. John’s Church and the First 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Boston. Here he 
became interested in the awful condition of the sweat- 
shop workers and their tenement life. He went into 
the matter so thoroughly that the decent people of 
the city were aroused, radical changes were made in 
the factory inspection and tenement house laws, and 
actual conditions were vastly improved. 


A Clothing Manager Led to Better Things 

Dr. Banks was once addressing a Boston audience 
on the subject, when the manager of the largest 
clothing house in Boston asked if he might say a 
word. He then told his hearers that he had at first 
received Dr. Banks's statements as to the condition of 
things with incredulity. He had determined to prove 
them false, and asked one of his contractors to take 
him where the work was being done on a large con- 
tract for the letter carriers’ uniforms. They went to- 
gether to the address of one of the workers, and 
found there, in the tenement room where the work 
was going on, a child dying of diphtheria, her head 


pillowed c three pairs of the new trousers called for 
by the cuntract. ‘*I was converted,’’ said the man- 
ager. As the result, that establishment's work was 
taken out of the tenements, a modern, sanitary, well- 
lighted factory was built, and there the poor people 
were invited to come and do their work. 

For three years the largest Methodist church in the 
world—the Hanson Place, Brooklyn—was under Dr. 
Banks's care, and now, following a four years’ pasto- 
rate in Cleveland, Ohio, he is in New York again, at 
the Grace Methodist Episcopal Church. 


The Secret of Dr. Banks’s Illustrations 

His study is a busy man’s workshop. Four revolv- 
ing bookcases show the habit of ‘‘no time lost."’ 
Two capacious flat-topped desks, two sides of the 
room lined with more bookcases, a telephone, a 
typewriter, and a great mass of magazines and news- 
papers, show how closely he keeps in touch with 
the moving world about him. Asked whether he 
found filing-cabinets useful in his gathering of illus- 
trations, he replied, ‘‘I've owned probably every 
kind of filing system I ever heard of, and,’’ with a 
chuckle, ‘‘ I've bestowed them all on my friends. | 
now use up my illustrations with a prodigal hand as I go 
along, and depend on the Lord’s being as good to me 
to-morrow as he has been to-day. Tried pigeon- 
holing illustrations? Goodness alive! I've had my 
walls lined with pigeon-holes full of stuff I never 
could use. Now | have nothing over ten days old on 
my desk."’ 

That is the secret of Dr. Banks's success as an 
illustrator of Bible truth. He gets his illustrations 
from the Jresent day life of the world. He turned to 
his desk and picked up a big handful of newspaper 
clippings, —fifty of them,—and read me some of the 
headings as they appeared in type: 

‘«Clung to ledge over abyss through long night.’ 

‘« The osprey’s solid home.’’ 

‘* Unhealthy telephone booths.’’ 

‘« Portugal’s king who pawned his crown."’ 

‘«Crippled child heiress to over twenty miilions,’’ 

That handful of fifty clippings was cut from one 
day’s papers. ‘‘ And they've been in nobody's cyclo- 
pedia of illustrations, in nobody's sermons ; they’ re 
Jresh,’’ said Dr. Banks with a smile. ‘It's like the 
manna that God sent. It comes every day, but it 


won't keep.”’ 
His Advice to Sunday-School Teachers 

‘The best illustrations,’’ says Dr. Banks, ‘are 
things you yourself have seen, or experienced, or got- 
ten in personal conversation with others, — those 


things that in some way are a part of yourself. Peo- 
ple fee/ what has blood in it; it’s life folks want.’’ 

As to using illustrations in Sunday-school teaching, 
here is some advice from Dr. Banks : 

‘* Keep your lesson always to the front, your truth 
always in sight.. Never tell a story just for the sake of 
telling a story. Better teach without any story at all 
than to use one that doesn't illustrate. Never forget 
that the illustration is only the window into the truth. 
It wouldn't do to have a window in a house so large 
that the only thing you saw would be the window. 
The window is only to let the light in. So is the 
illustration. 

‘« The best way to use my illustrations in The Sun- 
day School Times is first to prepare your lesson in 
your own way, then weave the stories into their 
proper place. Commit them to memory; never 
take the paper into class and read from it there. Of 
course the illustrations given in my article each week 
are not all for one class. If they were, they would 
be a failure. They are intended to be suggestive to 
many different persons, and only such as best suit 
your class should be used."’ 

When Dr. Banks was first asked to furnish illustra- 
tions on the lessons for the readers of The Sunday 
School Times, one of the questions he asked was, 
‘*How late may I send you my ‘copy’ ?’’ And 
then he explained that he wanted to know this in 
order that he might give the Sunday-school workers 
of America the freshest, timeliest material possible 
for their use. It is not difficult to understand why 
this man, out of the richness of his life, and with 
such methods of work, is himself a window letting 
in the light to a great multitude of the students of 
God’s Word. 


(The Children's Story this week is on page 571) 
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Lesson 6. November 9. Joshua’s Parting Advice 


Josh. 24: 14-25. (Read Josh. 21 : 43 to 24: 33.) Memory verses: 14, 15. 











Golden Text : Choose you this day whom ye will serve.—Josh. 24: 15 


COMMON VERSION 


14 4 Now therefore fear the LORD, and 
serve him in sincerity and in truth ; and put 
away the gods which your fathers served on 
the other side of the flood, and in E’gypt ; and 
serve ye the LORD. 

15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the 
LoRL, choose you this day whom ye will 
serve ; whether the gods which your fathers 
served that weve on the other side of the flood, 
or the gods of the Am‘o-rites, in whose land 
ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will 
serve the LORD. 

16 And the peorle answered and said, God 
forbid that we shouid forsake the LORD, to 
serve other gods ; 

17 For the Lord our God, he i¢ is that 
brought us up and cur fathers out of the land 
of E’yypt, from the house of bondage, and 
which did those great signs in our sight, and 
preserved us in all the way wherein we went, 
and among all the people through whom we 
passed : 

18 And the LoRD drave out from before us 
all the people, @ven the Am/o-rites which 


AMERICAN REVISION 


14 Now therefore fear Jehovah, and serve 
him in sincerity and in truth; and put away 
the gods which your fathers served beyond the 
River, and in Egypt; and serve ye Jehovah. 
15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jeho- 
vah, choose you this day whom ye will serve : 
whether the gods which your fathers served 
that were beyond the River, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose’ land ye dwell: but as for 
me and my house, we will serve Jehovah. 

16 And the people answered and said, Far 
be it from us that we should forsake Jehovah, 
to serve other gods; 17 for Jehovah our God, 
he it is that brought us and our fathers up out 
of the land of Egypt, from the house of ! bond- 
age, and that did those great signs in our 
sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein 
we went, and among all the peoples through 
the midst of whom we passed; +78 and Jeho- 
vah drove out from before us all the peoples, 
even the Amorites that dwelt in the land: 


COMMON VERSION 


cannot serve the LORD: for he is a holy God ; 
he és a jealous God ; he will not forgive your 
transgressions nor your sins. 

20 If ye forsake the LORD, and serve strange 
gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and 
consume you, after that he hath done you 
good. 

21 And the people said unto Jésh’u-a, Nay ; 
but we will serve the LORD. 

22 And Jésh’u-a said unto the people, Ye 
are witnesses against yourselves that ye have 
chosen you the LORD, to serve him. And 
they said, We are witnesses. 

23 Now therefore put away, said he, the 
strange gods which ave among you, and in- 
cline your heart unto the LORD God of 
Is’ra-el. 

24 And the people said unto Jésh’u-a, The 
LORD our God will we serve, and his voice 
will we obey. 

25 So Jésh’u-a made a covenant with the 
people that day, and set them a statute and an 
ordinance in Shé’chem. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


cannot serve Jehovah ; for he is a holy God ; 
he is a jealous God ; he will not forgive your 
transgression nor your sins. 20 If ye forsake 
Jehovah, and serve foreign gods, then he will 
turn and do you evil, and consume you, after 
that he hath done you good. 21 And the peo- 
ple said unto Joshua, Nay ; but we will serve 
Jehovah. 22 And Joshua said unto the peo- 
ple, Ye are witnesses against yourselves that 
ye have chosen you Jehovah, to serve him. 
And they said, We are witnesses. 23 Now 
therefore put away, said he, the foreign gods 
which are among you, and incline your heart 
unto Jehovah, the God of Israel. 24 And the 
people said unto Joshua, Jehovah our God 
will we serve, and unto his voice will we 
hearken. 25 So Joshua made a covenant with 
the people that day, and set them a statute 
































































































































































dwelt in the land : therefore will we also serve therefore we also will serve Jehovah ; for he is 


the LORD ; for he zs our God. 
19 And Jésh’u-a said unto the people, Ye 


our God. 


19 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye 


and an ordinance in Shechem. 
1 Heb. dondmen. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 





Text is a call to Decision. 





Do not forget that November 9 is Decision Day. You can shape your entire lesson to that end. The Golden 
Read over the special articles in the last two issues for definite help in this line. 








Surroundings and Critical Notes 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


LACE.—Shechem (Josh. 24: 1). 

Time.—Near the close of the life of Joshua. 
Not less than six or seven years after the death 
of Moses (14: 7-10), Josephus says twenty-five years. 
Strongly in favor of a briefer time is the fact that 
Joshua reminds his hearers (24 : 7, 17) that they were 
eye-witnesses of the events in Egypt before the exo- 
dus. This would be quite generally true after forty- 

seven years, but not after sixty-five years. 
INTERVENING Events.—The assigning of the Le- 
vitical cities (chap. 21) was a part of the business of 
g rl 
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distributing the territory. Then followed the return 
of the men across the Jordan, and the incident of the 
altar (chap. 22). Later we have an account of the 
holdin of a convocation (chap. 23), and in the lesson 
of the holding cf another. 

PARALLEL PassaGrs.—None. But note the mar- 
ginal references. 

Verses 14, is.—Joshua to the people.— Vow there- 
fore: Properly, ‘‘ And now,” marking a transition in 
the discourse. Joshua has been recapitulating Je- 
hovah’s words, and now makes a practical application 
of them.—fear Jehovah, and... put away, etc.: 
The religion of Jehovah is exclusive.—Beyond the 
River: The Euphrates. Not ‘the other side of the 
flood,” as in the Old Version. It is not said that 








. serve him. 


Abraham served other gods, but his relatives did. 
So did Jacob’s family (for example, Gen. 31: 19, 
30-35; 35: 2, 4).—And in Egypt: In Egypt Jacob’s 
family continued to serve Mesopotamian gods, and 
perhaps served Egyptian gods also, along with Jeho- 
vah.— Choose : In spite of their divided service, Jeho- 
vah has been good to them, but now insists on their 
taking a stand. As matters now are, the Egyptian 
religion dves not count, but there is a new claimant, 
—the local Amorite religion. As between this and 
the other two, Joshua says that the people must make 
a decision. 

Verses 16-18.—The people to Joshua.—Far be it 
JSrom us; So the American Revision. A great im- 
provement on ‘‘God forbid.’ They give their de- 
cision, with reasons.—/orsake: To leave Jehovah 
will be a needless change.—/ehovah our God: The 
fact that he is so is a sufficient reason why we must 
Four specifications follow.— Us and our 
fathers: Many of these people themselves were in 
Egypt as children.—Drove out: So the American 
Revision, instead of ‘‘drave.’’—We also, we will 
serve Jehovah: That is, we as well as thou. The 
‘*therefore ” is best left to implication, in the Eng- 
lish as is the Hebrew. 

Verses 19, 20.—Joshua to the people.-— Ye cannot: 
He tests them by calling their attention to the strenu- 
ousness of Jehovah's requirements.—For he ¢s an 
all-holy deity, he is God most jealous, he will not 
Jorgive: This translation represents in English the 
differences of the Hebrew words.—/f ye... serve 
Joreign gods; So, correctly, the American Revision; 
not ‘strange gods."" Jehovah will not share his 
honors. His religion is not eclectic, and that is one 
of its greatest difficulties. 
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Verses 21-25.—The colloquy continued.—Way, duz 
we will serve Jehovah: They meet his challenge by 
persisting.— Ye are witnesses: He takes measures 
to bind them to the decision they have made.—7%az 
ye have chosen: Jehovah is theirs by choice, not by 
despotic compulsion.— We are witnesses : They bind 
themselves.—Vow therefore: Again the conrective 
that marks transition in the discourse. ‘‘ And now, 
in what I have to say farther, I come to a very 
practical test.”"—Put away the foreign gods: He 
thus reaches the particular issue at which he has 
been aiming from the beginning.—U/n/Zo his voice 
will we hearken: They thus give their assent, 
promising to remove all foreign gods. é 

It is a wrong interpretation of Joshua’s language 
to find in it any recognition of the reality of any 
other god than Jehovah. A missionary in a South 
Sea island, persuading the people to abandon their 
idols, would use language parallel to that of Joshua, 
however strongly he might hold that a false god isa 
mere nothing. 

Verse 25.—/oshua made a covenant: He consti- 
tuted the transaction a formal one, with due attesta- 
tion and solemnities and record. In the following 
verses we are told that he entered the matter in ‘‘ the 
book of the law of God,” and set up a stone as a 
monument. The ‘‘sanctuary’’ where he set it up 
was, perhaps, the ancient place of sacrifice where 
Abraham worshiped (Gen. 12 : 6, 7). 

AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


% 


To remember His past direction is to be reminded 
of our present duty. 


ae 


A Leader’s Last Trumpet Call 


By Alexander 


HECHEM had already been the scene of a solemn 
renewal of the covenant soon after the capture 
of Ai, and long before then it had been the 

scene of Jacob's purging his household from idolatry. 
It was therefore the appropriate scene of another 
nnatioal adherence to the covenant and another na- 
tional abjuring of idols. The oak under which the 
patriarch had buried the strange gods was, perhaps, 
the same as still stood by ‘‘the sanctuary of the 
Lord,” beneath which ledbna set up the stone that 
was a witness to this new oath of fealty to Jehovah; 
and his exhortation, ‘‘ Put away the gods which your 
fathers served,” was a verbal repetition of Jacob’s 
words (Gen. 35:2). Vows taken in such a place 
would have special sanctity. Would not Americans 
regard as very sacred a national pledge given on the 
spot where the Pilgrim Fathers landed ? 

The first point in the lesson is Joshua's stirring 
call to serve Jehovah. He bases it on the historical 
manifestation of Jehovah's power and care to Israel. 
God's claim rests on God's gifts, which reveal his 


McLaren, D.D. 


character and relation tomen. Not to ‘‘ serve God” 
is basely ungrateful, as well as transparently foolish, 
when looked at in the light of his dealings. That is 
as true for each of us as it was for the wild warriors 
that stood round the aged leader under the venerable 
oak at Shechem. The true way to win men to God 
is by spreading before them what God has done for 
them. . The exhortation to ‘‘ serve” is feathered and 
sped by the exhibition of his great goodness. We 
have the Cross to point to as the motive for giving 
ourselves to ‘‘ serve him in sincerity and truth.” 

But such service must be accompanied by putting 
away all rivals to him. There was no public or 
general worship of ‘‘strange gods” during Joshua’s 
leadership, but, no doubt, there were some secret 
idolators, who had succumbed to the fascinations of the 
prevailing false worship, and had images hidden away 
in their tents. We have to cast out our idols, be they 
ambitions, loves, greed of wealth, hunger for ‘‘ suc- 
cess,” animal delights, or whatever else may draw us 
away from whole-hearted, whole-souled devotion. It 
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remains forever true that ‘‘serve Jehovah” and ‘“ put 
away your idols’’ are twin commands, neither of 
which can be rightly obeyed without obeying the 
other. 

Joshua knew his hearers, and anticipated that 
some of them, at least, would shrink from the de- 
cisive action for which he called, so he had to do asa 
rider does with a horse that refuses a fence, and to 
spur and ‘‘lift” them to the leap. He calls for a 
definite act of choice, and his trumpet call, ‘‘ Choose 
ye this day whom ye will serve,” has to be rung out 
now as then. Multitudes of us never deliberately 
determine on our life’s course, but are content to 
drift as currents carry chips, or to be like weeds in a 
river, which are stretched to their utmost length in 
the direction of its rapid flow. Circumstances shape 
us all, but we can largely determine what shape they 
give us. It is a disgrace to be, as many of us are, 
too lazy or too weak to exercise the power of choice. 
Nowhere is that abnegation of man’s great preroga- 
tive more fatal or more ignominious than in the mat- 
ter of religion, and nowhere is it more common. Few 
of us have ever said to ourselves, ‘‘ I deliberately de- 
termine not to be a Christian,” but if we have not 
said, ‘‘I deliberately determine to be one,” it comes to 
much the same thing. Not to resolve to be is to re- 
solve not to be. If it is a disgrace to manhood to 
drift into any habit, or attitude of mind, or course of 
action, it is ten times a disgrace to drift into not being 
a Christian. The putting of the alternative clearly 
to ourselves would be a long step towards solving it 
rightly. Few of the younger among us would ven- 
ture to say, ‘‘I have thought it all out, and have 
made up my mind that I will not take Christ for my 
Master, my Saviour, my Love.” 

But Joshua urged the choice of Jehovah by the 
plain presentation of the alternative, and there is 
just a touch of contemptuous irony in his words as 

e puts the ancestral gods ‘‘on the other side of the 
flood ” (Euphrates) and ‘‘ the gods of the Amorites”’ 
in one company, and over against that rabble the 
single name of Jehovah. ‘‘ Look on this picture and 
on this : Which will you have?” Surely the alterna- 
tive before each of us is no less sharp, and the rivals 
of God in our hearts no less unworthy. Surely we 
are fools if we choose anything that earth and time 
can give, and set it in the throne which God alone 
should occupy,—in the heart which God alone can fill. 

The people’s response came too immediately to be 
reliable. ft ran too glibly to be very deep. Vows 
lightly made are quickly broken. It was because 
there was no depth of earth that the seed on the 
rocky ground sprang so quickly, and, because it did, 
withered so soon. od be thanked, there are sudden 
conversions, but one needs little experience of men 
to learn to be slow to believe in easily uttered pro- 
fessions. Therefore Joshua, like a wise man, felt 
that the curb was needed as well as the spur, and set 
himself to paint the difficulties of serving God, not in 
order to dissuade, but in order to force to reflection. 
He poured a douche of very cold water on the too 
easily kindled fire, which proved itself only a straw 
fire by its very quickness in blazingup. Jesus Christ 
did the same, when he turned round to the crowd of 
would-be followers, and taught them how hard it was 
to be — He will tempt no recruits into his ope f 
by hiding the hardships and dangers of being his sol- 
diers. What Joshua told his excited ‘hearers is true 
even more absolutely in regard to the Christian life, for 
it requires continual abnegation and casting out of ten- 
dencies to hark back to forsaken idols, and the lapses 
of God’s servants are greater sins, and are more 
severely chastised than those of others. ‘ You only 
have I known of all the families of the earth, there- 
fore will I punish you for your iniquity.” God is a 
‘*jealous ” God; that is, he calls for our whole hearts, 
for our undivided allegiance. And he does so be- 
cause he loves us too well to let us harm ourselves by 
admitting any other to share in his throne, and be- 
cause religion, by its very nature, must be exclusively 
directed to one object. ‘‘ All in all, or not at all,” is 
the motto of all true love, and eminently of our love 
°_—- which is love to God. 

he people stood the test, and therefore Joshua 
made ‘‘a covenant,” and solemnly set the great 
stone which recorded it under the oak below which 
Jacob’s cast-off gods had been deposited. It was not 
a new covenant in its substance, it bound Israel to 
nothing to which they were not already bound; but it 
invested the old obligation with new force as being 
voluntarily incurred, with a clear knowledge of what 
it involved, and therefore Joshua gathered up its 
meaning in the final words, ‘‘ Put away the strange 
gods... and incline your heart unto Jehovah.” It 
is heart love, not mere outward worship, which knits 
us to him. 
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Dr. J. R. Miller's ** Thoughts for Decision Day”’ 
may be the message that will lead your scholars to 
Christ. It ts now ready in leaflet form, in any quan- 
tities, at the rate of one cent each. 











He best helps others to decide who decides for 
himself. 
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" UT Away THE GODS WHICH YOUR FATHERS 
Pp SERVED.”—Excavations in Babylonia have 
thrown much light on the names and charac- 
teristics of many of the gods which the ancestors of 
Abraham worshiped on the other side of the flood 
(the Euphrates). Tradition affirms that Terah was 
a maker of idols, but that Abraham smashed those 
he was left in charge of. Although we are persuaded 
of the integrity of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, we 
see plainly from the sacred narrative that their fami- 
lies believed in and cherished household gods. Ra- 
chel brought some of those very gods, used by her 
ancestors on the other side of the flood, into the land 
of promise (Gen. 31 : 30, 34); and, although Jacob 
was not privy to it at the time (Gen. 31 : 32), and had 
them buried under the oak near Shechem (Gen. 35 : 4), 
he could not root out belief in their power, and we 
have proof again and again of the apostasy of the 
people, and their worship of household gods (Judg. 
17:5; 1 Sam. Ig: 13). 

‘“*SET THEM . .. AN ORDINANCE IN SHECHEM.’”’— 
Shechem (Nablouse) is situated in a very fertile val- 
ley in the heart of the country between two moun- 
tains, Ebal and Gerizim. The scene of the last 
national assembly convened by Joshua was pecu- 
liarly adapted, physically, to its requirements. It 
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was necessary that the people should both hear and 
see, and by occupying the slopes of the natural am- 
phitheater formed by the two recesses, v7/s-a-vis, 
in a certain spot in the mountains opposite one an- 
other, they would be able to hear the final charge of 
their venerable chief, and to witness the covenant 
which Joshua made that day. The place was hal- 
lowed by many sacred memories. Many then pres- 
ent would remember the impressive scene that had 
taken place there some years before, when the bless- 
ings and cursings were read in their hearing (Josh. 
8 : 30-34). Abraham and Jacob had built altars 
there, and had sojourned in that fertile spot for the 
sake of the admirable pasture land it afforded. The 
bones of Joseph were interred close by, and *’ e well 
which their father Jacob had dug was uot far off 
(John 4: 5, 6-12). Among the many disputed sacred 
sites in this land, the genuineness of these is uncon- 
troverted. 

In the recess under Mt. Gerizim is a Moslem shrine 
called the Mosk of the Pillar, and a very aged tree. 
Moslem and Samaritan alike claim that this is the 
spot where Joshua set up the stone of witness. The 
Samaritans maintained the tradition, and held the 
spot sacred down to the fourth century; and an 
ecclesiastical writer of that period, speaking of it, 
says: ‘‘ There is a short, rude column in the court- 
yard which the Samaritans venerate, and which they 
tell us was wrested from their forefathers,” 


ScuweEir, Mr. LEBANON, SyRIA. 
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Past love is a good argument for present loyalty. 
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How to Illustrate the Lesson 
By Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 


Rotten at the Core 


ERVE him in sincerity and in truth (v.14). A 
gentleman went into an orchard where one of 
his friends, who was a farmer, was picking up 

apples. There had been no unusual wind-storms, 
but the ground was all covered with windfalls. As 
they were enjoying themselves, chatting and picking 
up the fruit, the farmer turned to his visitor, and 
said: ‘‘I believe the birds knock off a great many of 
these,—don’t you?” ‘‘ Why, no, I do not think so,” 
was the reply; ‘‘you notice that they are all faulty 
fruit.” ‘‘ But they are not all imperfect.” ‘I think,” 
persisted his friend, ‘‘if you will look closely, you 
will find that each one is specked or wormy, or that 
something else is the trouble.” Then the farmer held 
out a big fall pippin, saying: ‘‘ There is nothing the 
matter with this one.” And, intending to prove it, 
he set his strong hands on it, and broke it apart, offer- 
ing his visitor one-half. Then to his astonishment 
and confusion he discovered that, notwithstanding 
the beauty of the outside of the apple, it was two- 
thirds dry rot at the core. It is possible for us to 
be like that in our religious life. Jesus speaks of 
people who are like whited sepulchers, beautiful out- 
side, but full of dead men’s bones within. God judges 
our service by its sincerity and truth. 


Adrift on the Sea of Life 

Choose you this day whom ye wiil serve (v.15). A 
tree adrift in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean is the 
rare sight reported by Captain Freeman of the British 
steamer Sidra, which recently arrived in port, accord- 
ing to the Baltimore American, from a voyage in 
the Mediterranean. It was early morning, when in 
35° 19 North and 38°22’ West, that an unusual 
looking object was seen floating ahead of the 
steamer. ‘Those on the ship’s bridge made out the 
trunk and limbs of a tree about twenty feet long, 
canted to one side, and the roots sticking out of the 
water. The body of the tree had been bleached 
white by the sun, and it was covered with barnacles. 
It evidently reached the sea by being washed down 
some Atlantic Coast river in a freshet. Many months 
ago a tree green with foliage, standing upright, was 
seen off Cape Henry, and the captain of the Sidra 
has no doubt that the bleached and spoiled tree he 
saw was the same, after having drifted about on the 
ocean many thousands of miles. There are many 
men and women like that tree. They live lives with- 
out purpose. They do not chcose their course, and 
then with persistent effort and divine help set sail for 
it. Men who have made great success of life are 
men who, like Moses and Joshua, have the wisdom to 
choose their course, and then follow it to the end. 


A Mother’s Prayers 

As for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah 
(v. 15). A great man relates how, on one occasion, 
he suddenly opened the door of his mother’s room and 
saw her on her knees beside her chair, and heard her 
speak his own name in prayer. He quickly and 
quietly withdrew with a feeling of awe and reverence 
in his heart. Soon he went away from home to 
school, then to college, then into life’s sterner duties. 





But he never forgot that one glimpse of his mother at 
rayer, nor the one word—his own name—which he 
ad heard her utter. He well knew that what he had 

seen that day was but a glimpse of what was going 
on every day in that secret closet of prayer, and the 
consciousness strengthened him a thousand times in 
duty, in danger, and in struggle. And when at last 
death came and sealed those lips, the sorest sense of 
loss he felt was the knowledge that no more would 
his mother be praying for him. 


An Unguarded Home 


As for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah 
(v. 15). Two beautifully furnished homes in the 
borough of the Bronx, New York City, were completely 
despoiled by thieves during the past summer. Their 
owners with their families were away in the moun- 
tains on a vacation. One of them, returning to the 
city on business, went to his home to see that it was 
put in order, ready for the return of the family. He 
was shocked to find that it had been broken into by 
burglars, who had carried off all the valuables which 
were portable, and had broken into his wine-cellar, 
where a large supply of expensive wines were stored. 
They had apparently drunk themselves into a state 
of intoxication, and in their drunken delirium had 
amused themselves by destroying such property as 
they could not carry away. Pictures of great value 
had been cut into ribbons; clocks of rare workman- 
ship had been spoiled, old china smashed, and the 
furniture chopped and hacked with an axe. His 
neighbor’s housé had been similiarly wrecked, and 
the furnishings ruthlessly destroyed. Of course, if 
these houses had been well guarded by faithful watch- 
men living within, no such fate couid have come to 
them. Their condition suggests what often happens 
in a family where there is no worship of God, and 
where there is no lifting of the heart to heaven for 
the care of the heavenly Father. Robber passions 
and appetites rise up to despoil, and often work fear- 
fulhavoc. A sweet, wholesome family religion is the 
surest guardian of the peace of the home. 


The Ruler Within 

Nay; but we will serve Jehovah (vy. 21). 
‘*Mother, I don’t have to cry when I fall down,” 
said a little fellow whose brown eyes sparkled with 
the light of the new discovery, ‘‘I can make myself 
stop. I just say, ‘Stop that!’ and then I make me 
mind me.” The boy had indeed reached a great 
pe in his life, and he had gained a great victory. 

any fail in the battle of life because they never 
come to that self-mastery, where they can make 
themselves mind themselves. Joshua did a fine 
piece of work when he made the Israelites lay the 
emphasis on the word ‘ will.” . 


** Ineligible ’’ 
Now therefore put away, said he, the foreign gods 


which are among you (vy. 23). A man who had been 
attending a certain church was invited by the pastor 
to unite with it. But though he was past middle age, 
held a public office, and had a high regard for Chris- 
tianity, he shrank from making a public confession of 


Christ, and laying aside all for him. One day he 
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dropped a hint to the pastor, who was chairman of 
the nominating committee of a club in connection 
with the church, that he would like to join that or- 
ganization. The pastor sent him a note expressing 
regret that he could not present his name because he 
was ineligible, membership in the club being limited 
to members of the church. Not long%after, this gen- 
tleman presented himself as a candidate, and was re- 
ceived by the church into membership. On being 
asked why, at that late date in life, he had resolved 
to take the open stand for Christ, he said that the 
word ‘‘ineligible” kept coming into his mind. He 
was prompted to give a word of warning to a young 
man yielding to temptation, a suggestion of counsel 
to another who was hesitating about an important 
choice; but he could not escape a kind of self-con- 
scious conviction that his words would not have due 
weight because he was ineligible. The reproving 
word pursued him till he fled from it into the fellow- 
ship of the church. The only consistent course for 
one who would be a Christian is to put from him 
everything that is out of harmony with Jesus, and 
give to Christ unswerving loyalty. 
New York Ciry. P 


It is sometimes better to jump down on the wrong 
side of the fence than not to jump at all. 


‘st 


The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


ND serve him in sincerity and in truth (v. 14). 
There are embittered and bewildered moments 
in which the soul asks, ‘‘ Why should we serve 

Him at all? Does he know? Does he care?” I 
have just come in from walking through a little 
meadow where millions of clover blossoms are filling 
the air with a rich perfume. Any single one of them 
might have asked, as you do, ‘‘Shall I be missed if I 
cease to bloom and wave the censer of my fragrance ?” 
And yet, little flower, without you that odor would 
really be less sweet, whether I knew itor not. But 
suppose that I had made you, and bestowed your color 
and fragrance on you? Do you think I could not 
have told whether you stood in your own place in 
that to me (now) innumerable host? It is with the 
eye of omniscience that God looks down on his mead- 
ows. And so we must serve him ‘‘sincerely,” for 
otherwise we cannot ‘‘serve” at all. It is one thing 
for the pocketbook to serve a tallow candle, and quite 
another for it to serve a Roentgen ray. If it says, 
with a sanctimonious face, ‘‘ Good candle, here I am, 
at your disposal, with my entire contents of a nickel 
and two dimes and a fifty-cent piece,” how is the 
poor, weak-eyed candle to know that there is a big 
silver dollar in a secret flap? But the Roentgen ra 
will know. It can see clean through the pocketboo 
and the money both. And so can the eye of God see 
through the clothes and the heart. 

Choose you this day whom ye will serve (v. 15). 
To train the mind to a swift, free, intelligent, and 
right choice between the alternatives of existence is to 
me the sum and substance of our business of life. 
This business is not to think profoundly, nor to act 
bravely, so much as to choose wisely, for upon right 
choice all else depends. Never leave an important 
matter to accident. Never ‘flip a cent,” nor ‘‘cut a 
pack of cards,” nor consult a fortune-teller, nor let 
others choose for you. How the mind shrinks back 
from the pain of decision! No matter,—force it on. 
Make it ‘‘ take a decision,” as a good fox-hunter com- 
pels a reluctant horse to ‘‘ take” a ditch or a fence, 
Don't be a straw in a current, a leaf in a wind, a boy 
in acrowd. ‘‘Choose her or lose her” is the stern 
mandate that God has written over the door of for- 
tune, and also eternal life. ‘‘ Choose me or lose me” 
he has also inscribed over the portal of his own 
palace. 

As for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah, 
In most domains of life the power to choose is limited 
to one’s own self. The moment a man or an institu- 
tion begins to impose its decision on others, an explo- 
sion is prearranged and ordained,—for compulsion 
makes hypocrites, not converts, or else it makes 
babies, not men. If I were an absolute monarch of 
earth's millions, I would not choose for them (even if 
I could) on condition that my choice annulled their 
own. For who would be a king of a race of puppets ? 
It is better that men should choose wrong than not to 
choose at all. This would be to become automatons, 
and not men. But there are exceptions. It was 
right for Joshua to choose Jehovah to be the God of 
his childfen,—until they could choose for themselves. 
This is the sublime prerogative and obligation of 
parenthood. It is also that of teachership. Toa 
degree which you can scarcely overestimate you can 
choose Jehovih to be the God of every child in your 
class. Are you fulfilling that trust ? 

He it is that brought us and our fathers up out 
of the land of Fey pt ... and that did those great 
Signs (v. 17). And by every law of rational thought 
they did right to cleave to him until they found a God 
who could do ‘‘greater signs." Never abandon a 
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house, or a horse, or a crutch, or a ‘‘God concept,” 
however imperfect, until you find a better. Don’t 
give up a ford until you get a ferry, nor a ferry until 
you get a bridge. The wise Jew did not abandon the 
conception of God as WH peety ” until he got hold of 
Jesus’ conception of God as ‘‘ Father.” People are try- 
ing to get us to let go of the God of Jesus, in order to 
embrace a god who is an impersonal force. Will this 
idea help men to found a civilization better than that 
of Europe, or a government better than that of the 
United States? I hope I shall have grace to cling to 
the God that has done these great signs until I find 
one who can do greater. 

Ye are witnesses against yourselves that ye have 
chosen you Jehovah (v. 22). There is no other wit- 
ness so august. I think I could face a million men 
who swore I had done wrong, if a single man by the 
name of Goss stood by me and declared that I had 
done right. It is whena man turns against himself 
that a ‘‘ horror of great darkness” falls on the soul. 
Commit yourself to God in the solemn presence of 
your self. That awful ‘‘ witness” will hold you to 
your promise and your task when all the testimony 
and power of humanity would fail. 

CINCINNATI, O. 
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Good resolutions may be broken, but each new one 
may mark a step yet higher. 


me 


Israel’s Decision Day 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


HE parting words of a man one hundred and ten 
years old; who has won the love of millions of 
men and of God, are worth attention. 

He has but one word to say: ‘ Serve him in sin- 
cerity and in truth” (v. 14). It is indeed the sum- 
mary of all practical wisdom. All their prosperity 
—escape from Egypt, crossing the Red Sea, food and 
water, in the desert, military triumphs, and posses- 
sion of Canaan—came from keeping God’s command- 
ments. All their reverses, plagues, and deaths had 
come from disobedience. So Fecha had all their 
history to emphasize his words. 

He does not perfunctorily advise others, but he 
states his own determination and practice: ‘‘ As for 
me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (v. 15). 

In this case, the leader of armies was a leader of 
souls. He was great in every respect. 

Teach the advantage of making a public pledge of 
right doing and living. In this case it was re- 
iterated after the difficulties had been fully presented 
(v. 21). 

Immediately after the declaration of a resolve to 
serve God, he calls for its execution. ‘' Mow there- 
fore put away... the foreign gods which are among 
you ” (v. 23). Let deed conform to word at once. 

The third time the people declared their purpose 
(v. 24), and a suitable proclamation was made and 
memorial erected (v. 25). 

It was a blessed re-vival of true religion,—not evan- 
escent, but pemncenss (v. 31). 

Like careful decision in face of all possible difficul- 
ties, like putting the decision into practice, will pro- 
duce like glorious results. 


UNIVERSITY Park, COLO. 
% 


He who defers decision decides. 
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Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


SE word pictures. I am in a town in the center 
of the land of promise. I see on either side of 
the town high hills arising. What is the name 

of the town? Give the names of the two hills. Now 
have some teacher (warned beforehand) give the 
story of Shechem as set forth in the first coming of 
Abraham to the land, and in the great meeting of the 
blessings and curses of the law. These will be found 
in Genesis 12:6, 7, and Joshua 8: 30-35. I see a 
great gathering of people, who are waiting expec- 
tantly. Who are they? See, now, an old man com- 
ing slowly to meet this gathering. All rise as he 
comes tothem. Whois he? Howold is he? Where 
did we see him first ?\(Exod. 17: 13.) Now cali on 
some teacher to tell what Joshua said to the people 
about their future? What was it that he wanted 
them to do at this time? What reply did the people 
make ? What did Joshua do to mark the decision of 
the people? Now ask some other teacher to say what 
Joshua said about himself. Call attention to the 
grand choice that he made, and put on the board the 
words A Good Choice. Was this the first time that 
—_ had made this choice ? How had he shown 

is choice in the matter of the ten spies? Put down 
the word Old. Had Joshua made this choice in a 
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hurry? No, it wasa Deliberate choice. Put down 
that word. Was this choice made because many 
others were doing this same thing before him, and so 
he felt influenced to choose? No, it was an Inde- 
pendent choice. Put that word down. See, then, 
how good a choice his was, for it was an old, a delib- 
erate, and an independent choice. Well, this same 
kind of a choice is good to this day. We should 
choose over and over again to follow the Lord; we 
should do so deliberately and entirely independent 
of what others may do. Are you doing this or not? 





A GOOD CHOICE 
OLD—DELIBERATE 
INDEPENDENT 
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Decision determines direction. 
a a 
Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


‘** Lead us, heavenly Father,lead us," Psalm 119: 1-8. 


** Now I resolve with all my bheart."’ (172: 1-6. 242: 1-3). 
‘* Arm these thy soldiers, mighty Psalm {11 : I-10. 
Lord."’ (239: 1-3. 227 : 1-4.) 
‘* Thine for ever ! God of love."’ fe 
Psalm 103 : 1-7. 
‘** He leadeth me, O blessed : 
thought !"’ p a nt. Til int) 
‘* How firm a foundation, ye saints * 54! 99 + 5-9. 
of the Lord."’ (138 : 3-7, 198: 3 7-) 
‘*When gathering clouds around I Psalm 145 : 1-7. 
view."’ (216: 1-6. 310: I-5.) 
b 
A just review may lead to a right pre-view. 
i 


The Lesson Outline 
By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


The True Service of Jehovah 


1. A Reverent Service : 
Fear Jehovah, and serve him (14). 


Such a heart. . . would fear me (Deut. 5 : 29). 
Serve Jehovah with fear (Psa. 2: 11). 
Fear of Jehovah . . . beginning of knowledge (Prov. 1 : 7). 


2. A Whole-Hearted Service : 

Put away the gods; ... serve yetJehovah (14, 15). 
No man can serve two masters ( Matt. 6 : 24). 
Pleasing men... not be a servant of Christ (Gal. 1 : 10). 
Friendship of the world. . . enmity with God ( Jas. 4 : 4). 
3- A Grateful Service : 

That brought us... outof... Egypt (16-18). 


Mention . . . loving-kindnesses of Jehovah (Isa. 63 : 7-9). 
The goodness of God leadeth thee (Rom. 2: 4). 
Great love wherewith he loved us (Eph. 2: 4-7). 


4- A Stedfast Service : 

He is a jealous God;... will not forgive (19, 20). 
That they may not depart from me (Jer. 32 : 39, 40). 
Endureth to the end. . . be saved (Matt. 10 : 22). 
Abide in me, and I in you (John 15: 4). 


gs. A Voluntary Service: 


Ye have chosen you Jehovah (21, 22). 


Choose life, that thou mayest live (Deut. 30 : 19). 
All that Jehovah hath spoken we will do (Exod. 19: 7, 8). 
I have chosen thy precepts (Psa. 119 : 173). 


6. A Heart-Service : 


Incline your heart unto Jehovah (23, 24). 


Love Jehovah . . . with all thy heart (Deut. 6: 5). 
Serve him with a perfect heart (1 Chron. 28 : 9). 
My heart is fixed, O God (Psa. 57: 7). 


b 4 


Consecration is gratitude’s confession. 


International Home Readings 


MON. —Joshua 23 : I-13. 

TUES .—Joshua 24 : I-13. 
WED.—Joshua 24 : 14-25. 
THURS.—Joshua 24 : 26-33. 
FRI.—1 Kings 18 : 17-24. 

SAT.—Phil. 1 : 8-21. 
SUN.—Matt. 6 : 24-34. 


An old man’s warning. 
Reminder of mercies. 
Joshua's parting advice, 
Death of Joshua. 
Call for decision. 
Living for Christ. 
The first claim. 


(Furnished by the International Bible Reading Association.) 
> 4 
The faise must be cast out that the true may 


come in. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By George H. Archibald 


Topic for the Quarter: The Heavenly Father’s 
Love and Care for his Children. 


. Lesson Topic : Joshua’s Parting Advice. 
I. Golden Text: Choose you this day whom ye 
will serve.—Joshua 24: 15. 
V. Result Sought : 
Determination to do the right. 


/, Starting-Points: 
|Nore.—Starting-point No. 1 is used in the development of this 
sson. The others are merely suggestive, and may be used by the 
eacher, if preferred.) 

1. Story of Grandmother Gregory. 

2. Review of the life of Joshua. 

3. A talk about making a choice. 


Vl. Suggested Steps in the Teaching Process 
. PREPARATION FOR THE LESSON STORY. 


— 


Come, children, and listen ; I’ll tell you in rhyme, 

A story of something which happened one time. 

There was war in the land, and each brave heart beat 
high, 

And many went forth for their country to die. 

But words fail to tell of the fear and dismay 

Which swept the small village of W one day, 

When the enemy’s army marched into the street, 

And their own valiant soldiers were forced to retreat. 

Such hiding, surrendering, and trembling with fear ! 

When what in the midst of it all should appear 

But Grandmother Gregory, feeble and old, 

Coming out from her cottage, courageous and bold. 

She faced the intruders who marched through the land, 

Shaking at them the poker she held in her hand. 

‘* How foolish !’’ her friends cried, provoked, it is true. 

‘* Why, grandmother, what did you think you could do? ”’ 

‘*] wanted to show them which side I was on,’’ 





2. Lesson STORY. 


Begin the lesson story by a brief review of the life 
of Joshua. 

Who was Joshua? What river did he lead the 
children of Israel across? What city did he help 
them to capture? All through his life Joshua had 
tried to do just what God wanted him to do. He was 
never afraid to show which side he was on. For 
many years he had helped the children of Israei to 
do what God wanted them todo. He was getting to 
be an old man now, and knew that he could not live 
much longer. So one day he called the children of 
Israel all together. Then he stood up in their midst, 
just as the minister does in church, and said: 

‘‘Iam old, and must soon die. All through my 
life I have tried to serve the heavenly Father. When 
[ am gone, I want you to serve him. How good he 
has been to us ali! He brought us out of the land of 
bondage; he gave us manna to eat when we were 
hungry, and water to drink in the desert; he made 
the waters of the Red Sea and of the river Jordan to 
separate so that we could cross over on dry land; he 
made us strong to fight our enemies; and he will 
always take care of you if you will only serve him, 
and do the things that he tells you to do. Choose 
now, to-day, whether you will serve him or not. Do 
not be afraid to shuw which side you areon. Put 
away from among you everything that is wrong and 
selfish, and serve God with all your hearts.” 

The people were still for a moment, and then they 
all cried out together, ‘‘ The Lord our God will we 
serve: his voice will we obey.” 

How can we tell when people are serving God? It 
is easy to say that we are on God’s side, but it is 
better to show that we are by what we do. I will 
tell you a story about a boy who showed which side 
he was on. 

‘* Now, then! There is room for one more!” cried 
Uncle George. ‘‘ Pack him in, and we're off.” 

Room in the crowded wagon for only one more, 
and, alas! there were two eager little boys left stand- 
ing on the sidewalk, longing with all their little 
1earts to take a ride. 

‘* Which of you shall it be?” said Uncle George. 
There was a moment’s pause, then Teddie stepped 
back. ‘‘Let it be Harry,” he said. ‘‘I will stay 
behind.” 

So Harry was swung up into the empty seat, the 
whip cracked, and away they went, leaving Teddie 
alone, winking with all his might to keep the tears 
nut of his eyes. Pretty soon he ran upstairs to visit 
his grandma. Grandma was sitting by the window. 
She laid down her sewing, and gathered Teddie up 
in her arms. 

‘** My dear little boy,” she said, ‘‘ has been trying 
to serve God,—hasn’t he ?” 

Teddie nodded. Presently he said: 

‘* Grandma, does God notice when a little boy tries 
to do right ?”’ 


‘* Yes, indeed he does, and it makes him glad.” 
Teddie’s round face grew solemn. 

‘‘Can a little boy like me make God feel glad ?” 

‘* Yes, dear.” 

‘« Isn't that queer,” said Teddie,—‘‘ and splendid ?” 

‘‘And isn’t it queer,” said grandmother gently, 
‘*that when little boys like you, and old ladies like 
me, can make God glad, we sometimes forget, and 
make him sorry ?” 

‘‘1 think I am happier than if I had. gone for the 
drive,” said Teddie. And he was. , 


3. TRANSITION. 


Why did — stand up and speak to the people ? 
What did he remind them that God had done for 
them? Whom did he want them to serve? What 


How did Teddie show that he 
What did his grand- 


did the people reply ? 
was trying to serve God? 
mother say ? 


4. TRUTH EMPHASIZED. 

When Johnnie's mother dresses him in the morning 
she always buttons up two boys inside his jacket. 
One is named Good, the other is named Bad. These 
boys keep telling him what to do all day long, and 
he always minds one of them,—sometimes Good and 
sometimes Bad. One day baby cried for his ball. 
‘It’s mine, you can’t have it!” said Johnnie. ‘‘ That's 
right,” said Bad. ‘ Baby hugged you just now,” 
said Good. Which do you think Johnnie chose to 
obey,—Good or Bad? Which would you have 
obeyed ? What does the Golden Text say ? 


VII. Blackboard 
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[A leaflet containing valuable suggestions as to how to make the 
best use of these primary helps, with a selected list of books useful 
for primary teachers, will be sent free, by the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa., upon request.]} 
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Sincerity saves our service from sin, 


al 


For the Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


HE one word to emphasize in this lesson is 
‘‘choose.”” Describe the scene. Shechem stands 
in the only pass leading from the Jordan valley 

to the Mediterranean Sea. On the south stands Mt. 
Gerizim; on the north, Mt. Ebal. The voice of one 
speaking on the slope of either mountain can be heard 
across the valley. Here, where pane had twenty- 
five years before read aloud the law of Moses to the 
people and written it on a stone altar (Josh. 8 : 30-35), 
he gathered them again. 

Hardly any scene in the early history of Israel is 
so rich as this in suggestion to all who acknowledge 
any relations with God. Every disciple of Christ 
looks back to a time when he chose, above all other 
attractions, to follow the Lord, and him alone. But 
many have come to places where other attractions 
offered lead them to sharper struggles than at the 
beginning of their Christian life. Pace before your 
pupils, as Joshua did before his people: 

1. The Obstacles to Choosing God. Joshuareviewed 
the history of the people, showing what Jehovah had 
done for them (24 : 2-13). Then he called on them to 
choose Jehovah, but, at any rate, to choose some god. 
That is the supreme exhortation of the Old Testa- 
ment. See the story of Elijah (1 Kings 18 : 21). The 
sum of the Book of Ecclesiastes is 12:13. Read the 
story of the three men before Nebuchadnezzar’s fur- 
nace (Dan. 3 : 16-18). Joshua said, ‘‘ You cannot 
serve Jehovah.” Yet he had just said for himself and 
his family, ‘‘ We wi// serve Jehovah.” Evidently, 
then, the ‘‘cannot” referred to something else than 
their ability. Why cannot men serve God while liv- 
ing as the children of Israel had been living ? 

(1.) Because God is supreme. He demands first 
service, else none is acceptable to him (Exod. 20 : 3; 
Matt. 6: 24). 

(2.) Because God is holy (v. 19). To serve him is 
to renounce sin at once and wholly, and also to break 
away from all associations connected withit. A man 
prominent in political life said to me: *‘I know I 
ought to be a Christian, but I can’t now. I am in- 
volved in schemes of which Christians don’t approve, 
and am pledged to work witn men who are bound to 
carry them through.” At Shechem the Israelites had 
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to choose between Jehovah and the gods of other 
peoples. Show your pupils that we must choose be- 
tween God and all friends, position, business, or 
pleasure, which claim a place in our lives before him. 

(3.) Because he will not tolerate any return to sin- 
ful habits (Lev. 10 : 2). To choose God without put- 
ting away everything in the way of that choice is to 
put one’s self in great danger (v. 20; Matt. 19: 21,22). 

2. The Choice Made. Joshua showed the people 
that to choose God they must: 

(1.) Commit themselves wholly to the Lord. That 
step is not to be hastily taken (Matt. 8: 19, 20). To 
choose God we need to study the righteousness of 
his law, the majesty of justice, the ruin which sin 
has wrought, the rewards in service (Luke 4: 6-8). 
No one sees Christ as a great Saviour till he sees him- 
self a great sinner. 

(2.) Renounce every evil choice (vs. 22, 23). If we 
are trying to divide our worship, we witness against 
ourselves. Our manhood depends on our acknowl- 
edging the testimony, distrusting ourselves, relying 
on God, destroying the idols. 

3. The Choice Sanctioned. When the whole matter 
had been fully considered, and the choice deliber- 
ately reaffirmed, Joshua brought to the people, in 
Jehovah’s name: 

(1.) A covenant (vs. 24, 25). When with all our 
hearts we say verse 24, then God says to us 2 Cor- 
inthians 6:17, 18. Then, though memory and con- 
science witness against us, the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts witnesses for us (Rom. 8 : 14-17). 

(2.) A book of the law of God (v. 26). The Bible 
is a precious gift to us. It contains the covenant 
made by God with us (Josh. 1 : 8). 

(3.) A monument of testimony (v. 27). The great 
stone by the sanctuary stood as a reminder that the 
people had entered into the covenant. Show your 
pupils that every event in their history in which God 
has fulfilled his promise to them, and every place 
with which the event is associated, is such a monu- 
ment to them, testifying that it is safe to trust them- 
selves to God, and that nothing else is safe. Any 
one may choose the destruction of his own soul, but 
any one may of his own free will choose God now. 
We must choose. To refuse to choose is to choose 
evil. Make this Sunday, as thousands are doing 
throughout our land, Decision Day. 


Suggestive Topics 

The Israelites at Shechem faced the obstacles to 
choosing Jehovah, and put their wills against the 
obstacles. Will and conscience united, and fused 
by love to God, make a child of God (v. 21). 

Whoever chooses God chooses him openly. Against 
times of temptation we need not only the witness of 
memory, but of those who live with us (v. 22). 

Strange gods, the things which kindle evil ambi- 
tions and appetites, must be put out of sight and 
reach, that we may incline our hearts unto the Lord 
(vs. 23, 24). 

With the covenant which God makes with those 
who choose him he has given his law, on which they 
must meditate every day,—the Bible, and an ordi- 
nance of public worship which they must sacredly 
observe (v. 25). 

The sanctuary of worship, by its associations and 
by the monuments in it, becomes a living thing which 
has seen and heard our vows, a solemn witness 
against our neglect of them (vs. 26, 27). 

Boston, 


tcp 
For the Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 
The Last Words of Joshua 


¥, Tre GENERAL PREPARATION (Joshua 23, 24). 
For each member of the Bible Class.]} 


The last two chapters of the Book of Joshua con- 
tain farewell addresses. The first one in chapter 23 
is a setting forth of the conditions of future success 
for the people. It is very much such an exhortation 
as we find at the close of the Book of Deuteronomy. 
It emphasizes the helpful guidance and protection of 
Jehovah during the =: years of struggle, recounts 
the assurances that he had given of inspiring them 
for their work if only they would be faithful, and re- 
peats the glorious promises which had fired their zeal 
and sustained their courage in the past. ‘* One man 
of you shall chase a thousand, for Jehovah your God 
he it is that fighteth for you, as he spake unto you.” 
If loyal to him and to their pledges, enemies would 
melt away, ‘‘ not one good thing should fail to come 
to pass,” but if, forgetful of their obligations, they 
should fraternize with the Canaanites, Jehovah would 
be obliged to visit them in anger. 

The second address in chapter 24 is also an ap- 
peal to the people at the political center. It rehearses 

ehovah's loving providence, which had culminated 
in their establishment in the land of plenty promised 
to them (vs. 1-13). On this basis, Joshua exhorted 
the people to be thoroughly and permanently loyal 
to Jehovah. They gave assent (vs. 16-18), whereupon 
he declares (vs. 19, 20), in a fine passage, that the 
service of Jehovah is no matter of form. He expects 
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real righteousness and unswerving faith- 
fulness, and wili enforce his require- 
ments. But the people professed them- 
selves to be willing to enlist in the perma- 
nent service of Jehovah. He, and he 
alone, should be their God. So Joshua 
and the people reaffirmed the solemn 
covenant between Jehovah and the tribes 
of Israel, and set up, in token of it, a 
great memorial stone of witness. 

This closing act of Joshua's life was 
very characteristic of the sturdy, faith- 
ful, energetic, loyal son of Nun, the 
‘‘servant of Moses” once, but now 
cos. 24: 29) the ‘‘ servant of Jehovah.” 

o the end of his days he never swerved 
from his allegiance or his ideals,—a man 
of soldierly ability rather than of states- | 
manship, Loving small insight into data 
which Nit er or religious acu- 
men (9: 6ff um. I1: 27-29), but an 
upright, downright, deeply religious | 
leader, who did his best and noblest. 
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The two chapters explain themselves, 
and require very little exposition. Me- 
Fadyen maké».an isteresting paraphrase 
of them in ‘‘ Messages of the Prophetic 
and Priestly Historians " (119-121). Dr. 
Maclear, in the Cambridge Bible, gives 
a series of studies of Joshua the man, 
which, though much overdrawn, are 
quite suggestive. Note, also, the stud- 
ies of his character by G. A. Smith, in 
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1. The Closing Years of Joshua's 
Life. (1.) According to the few chrono- 
logical oake yiven us, about how many 
. years elapsed between the end of the 
conquest and Joshua's death ? (2.) Were 
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4. The Personality of Joshua. (8.) 
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—T gave him his influence upon the 
people ? 

5. His Work for Israel. (10.) What 
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day ? 


IV. Some LEADING THOUGHTS, 

|For general discussion under the direction of the 
leader. | 

‘*Put away vour gods.” Covenants 
are of very little significance unless the 
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Marion Lawrance’s 
Question Box 





The General Secretary of the International Sun- 
day-school Convention will answer here questions 
from Sunday-school workers that are of general in- 
terest. If not answered here, they will be replied to 

rsonally. Address “ Marion. Lawrance’s Question 
Box,” The Sunday School Times, 103: Walnut St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


How can the superintendent best employ his 


time while the teachers are teaching the lesson? } 


By keeping his eyes and ears open, his 
mouth closed, and studying his school for the 
purpose of discovering the weak points, and, 
if possible, remedying them. 





Should the superintendent review the lesson 
every Sunday? 

Not in the sense of an ordinary review.: 
It is well, after the lesson has been taught, 
for the superintendent or pastor or some one 
else to bring out very briefly, by blackboard 


illustration or otherwise, the central truth |: 


of the lesson, and try to fix it in the minds of 
the scholars. Usually, however, there is 
neither time nor need for a general review 
of the lesson. 


Should the scholar ever be dismissed from 
the school ? 

No, except in cases of extreme and wilful 
incorrigibility. Discipline ought always to 
be exercised first, even though it need to be 
severe. It is possible to be severe and kind 
at the same time. The best remedy for this 
sort of trouble is personal work on the part 
of the teacher or superintendent,, It may be 
well at. times to expel a person from the 
room, but itis rarely necessary to perma- 
nently expel from the school. I have never 
met a case of the kind. 





Is it well for the superintendent constantly to 
consult the teachers as to matters of policy and 
methods in his sehool ? 

By all means. A superintendent should 
think ahead of his teachers, but if he 
tries to run ahead of them, he will snap 
the cord that ties them together. He 
should take his teachers into his counsels 
continually, and never announce anything in 
the school as a policy of the school work 
without first having the support of the teach- 
ers. The teachers’-meeting is the place to 
attend to these things. 

Is competition’ of any sort in the Sunday- 
school desirable ? 

Competition, No. Friendly rivalry, Yes, 
—provided it is carried on under proper re- 
strictions. In many schools there is a 
friendly rivalry in the matter of securing new 
scholars. If properly conducted, this need 
not work evil, but good. In other schools 
there is a competition in the matter of memo- 
rizing Scripture. The same may be said of 
this. Especially should there be no compe- 
tition between the classes in regard to money 
contributed ; it usually engenders bad feeling. 


How can we secure punctuality in atten- 
dance on the part of teachers and scholars ? 

Make the first five minutes of your school 
the brightest and best of your whole program, 
so they will soon learn that they cannot afford 
to miss it. Begin on time invariably. Close 
the door at the moment of beginning, and do 
not open it again until there is a natural 
break in the exercises, when the late comers 
will not interrupt the school. Late comers 
should never be admitted during Bible read- 
ing nor prayer, and it would be better if they 
were not admitted during the singing, though 
the disturbance is less then than at other 
times. 





Can you tell us how to increase Sunday- 
school attendance ? 

Quality is the best attraction. Any effort 
to increase the attendance which is spas- 
modic, or has other incentives than real effi- 
ciency in the school work, will not be satis- 
factory. The best attraction in any school is 
good teaching. A certain school in Ohio 
increased its membership from 150 to 400 in 
one week by offering warm doughnuts to all 
who came on the following Sunday. When 
the doughnuts were gone, the scholars were 
gone, and the school soon followed their 
example,—as it is not now in existence. 
Children and young people may be attracted 
by clap-trap devices, but they are never 
held by them. 
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This lean M. D. is Doctor Brown, 
Who fares but ill in Spotiess Town. 
The town is so extremely clean 

It is no wonder ine is lean. 

He’s lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO. 


Health and dirt cannot exist to- 
gether. If a housewife wants the 
Doctor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, all she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 


SAPOLIO 


and easily keep every thing clean. 
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services published. 
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The Redeemer’s Birth | 
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Christmas in Loveland a 
CANTATAS 

May be produced with or without scenery or 

costume. Each cantata contains a well-told 

Story in song and dialogue. The chorus and 

solo music is by J. Lincoln Hall. 


Santa’s Surprise. 25 cents a copy. 
Santa’s Decision. 20 cents a copy. 

If your Sunday-school needs a new song book 
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New Christmas Music 


Two beautiful Christmas Sunday-school Services by 
Adam Geitel and R Frank Lehman, entitled “‘ The 
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beautiful Christmas carols 
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cluding free comgiee of a bove Services. (Money re- 
funded if book is returned in one week. 5.00 
100. Specimen pages free; also special Blan for be 
| curing these books without drawing on your Sunday- 
| school treasury. 
| A Christmas Cantata. For a delightful Christmas 
entertainment, Mr. Geibel’s Cantata “* Christmas with 
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| or $1.00 we send three beautiful! sacred solos in 
| heat | form, by Adam Geibel. Regular price, 
| 
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1.80. 
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Send for catalogue. 
THE FILLMORE BROS. CO. 
421 Elm Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





God’s Covenant 
Exod. 24: 3-8. 


November 9g, 1902. 
and Ours. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—A truthful heart (Psa. 15 : 1-5). 

TUES.—A truthful tongue (Isa. 33 : 15-22). 

WED.—A truthful life (Prov. 4 : 23-27). 

THURS.—Truth made manifest (2 Cor. 4: 
1-7). 

FRI.—Gains of truth (Prov. 

SaT.—Punishment of liars 
22-27). 


I2 : 14-22). 


(Rev. 21 : 8, 











Why should we be willing to take the Chris- 
tian Endeavor pledge ? 


What gains come from pledge-keeping ? 


How is an Endeavorer injured by failure to keep 
the pledge ? 


OD has no objection to making 
promises, There are some people 
who do. They say, ‘‘If we make 

no promises we shall break none.” But 
is it not better to be like God than like 
these people who endeavor in this way 
to lighten the responsibilities of life ? 
God makes promises and keeps them. 
It is better to follow his example, and 
make promises and keep them, than not 
make them, and so avoid breaking any 
by having none to break. 

It is surely true that promises made 
must be inviolably kept. But no one 
should promise anything which he ought 
not to do. What he ought to do he 
ought not to hesitate to promise to do. 
If he fails to do his duty it is no excuse 
or palliation to say that he didn’t promise 
to do it. Duty rests on foundations so 
solid that they are unaffected even by 
the denial of their existence. What I 
ought to do, I ought to do whether I 
promise it, or admit it, or deny it. 

It is a help to to promise to do what we 
ought to do. uman life is delicately 
constituted, and it is helped or hindered 
by innumerable little things. To refuse 
to acknowledge or to promise to do duty 
is one way to obscure it to one’s mind 
and to weaken the sense of obliga- 
tion and obedience. To frankly confess 
duty and pledge to do one’s best to per- 
form it, is to help to the clear perception 
of duty and to its open and courageous 
execution. 

And not only does God assume that 
promises are right and good, but he 





| said. 
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wants a great many of them. He 
doesn’t reason as some men do, ‘‘To 
| promise too much is unwise. It is best 
| to promise only a few things.” ‘And 
| Moses came and told the people all the 
| words of Jehovah, and all the ordi- 
| nances: and all the people answered 
| with one voice, and said, All the words 
which Jehovah hath spoken will we do.” 
“ That was a promiscuous proceed- 
| ing,” some cautious people would have 
‘They ought to have been more 
| careful and discriminating. Everything 
isn’t of the same importance. Why not 
give attention to the great things, and 
let the little ones come after?” But no 
one but God knows which are really the 
great and which small. The only safe 
way in God's view is to have us faithful 
in all. And, as a matter of fact, he starts 
first withthe small. ‘‘ He that is faithful 
in a very little is faithful also in much.” 
God’s covenants are mutual. He 
promises all things on his part. He 
expects us to perform all things on our 
part. Moses sprinkled half of the blood 
| on the altar,—that was God's side. And 
| half on the people,—that was man’s 
|side. This is just. We should be 
dumbfounded if God stopped giving rain 
and light. He is faithful on his side. 
He expects on ours as great fidelity. 


The real question for us is not so 
much, Shall I promise ? as, What shall 
I promise ? 

Nay, it is not so much, What shall I 
promise ? as, What shall I not promise to 
Him who has done everything for me ? 


Nay, it is not a matter of promise so | 
| much as of duty. What is my duty?) 
| I must always promise God to do that. 


| lungs 
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SOUND AS A DOLLAR 


That is the result of a course 
of treatment with Scott’s Emul- 
sion, We have special refer- 
ence to persons with weak 
lungs and sensitive throats. 

Scott’s Emulsion does some 
things better than others. This 
is one of them. It has a pe 
culiar action on the throat and 
which gives them 
strengthand makes themtough. 

That's how Scott’s Emulsion 
drives out coughs, colds and 
bronchitis, It keeps them out, 
too. 


We'll send you a little to try, if you like. 
SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl street, 


New York. 


B&B. 


laces and 
embroideries 


Few, if any, stores do that business so ex- 
tensively, devote such care to selection, and 
provide so lavishly of the prettiest and 
daintiest. 

Our new special exclusive Lace and Em- 
broidery Catalogue shows style and price 
evidence convincing and of advantage to all 
who appreciate nicety, large variety, and 
lower prices. 

Doing the business with determination on 
that basis, whether a neat, narrow Edging at 
5c., or finest real Laces. Send for Cata- 
logue and gain positive advantage in your 
buying. 








Ss Line of best $1.25 all-wool Ca- 
det Blue Mix Venetians, 56 inches wide, 75c. 
yard—can’t give full color range of this 
splendid goods, or they’d be full price—just 
this one neat Cadet Blue Mix—dquality and 
texture for fine suits and skirts never equaled 
for the money. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. S. T. Allegheny, Pa. 


HRISTMAS 
SERVICES 


Songs of the Nativity 
Glad Bells of Christmastide 


OUR CANTATAS 


Mine Host Santa Claus 
Written specially for.us this year by Ida Scott Taylor 


Santa’s Trades Carnival 














in stamps, with your name and ad- 
T E N dress, will b bring complete sample 
packet containing one each of the two 
services and our new cantata, besides, 
our Holiday catalogue of Xmas cards, 
dainty calendars, handsome booklets, 


CENTS 
novel candy boxes, etc. 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., 9 249 Dock k St., | Phila., Pa. Pa. 





CHRIST MA the 8 School « SILS. oir 
new SIDINGS | ie off t e press. e r named = 


ns new features, one in music and one in decora- 
tions. Price of each 55c. per doz. postpaid. Enclose 10c. 
for samples of a, three best, sneeeete the ws two, 
r the 8, 8,—SANTA CLAUS HIS 
AN CLAUS 3" VISIT are among our 
best. Price postpaid, 30c.each. Catalo; ree. 
ZION by Fearis, price 30c.; Bethlehem ty Gabriel, 
Price 40c,,aretwo very exceilent Christmas cantatas 
for Choir. Catalogue SHOIR to these and others, free, 
for a my contains 
sguartete etc. 


Boies 
THE VERY BEST 1902 
CHRISTMAS SONGS 
are found in~ SUNDAY=- SCHOOL 
MUSICAL QUARTERLY 


by H. W. Fairbank, Musical Director of the great 
Chicago Sunday-school May Festivals 
New editions of the popular 1894 and -* Christ- 
mas Quarterlies just issued 5 cts each; t 100 
. W. Fairbank Pub. Co., Abel Bldg. 
Ohorch and School Music and Musical Me 


FA and 


Christmas eng | 
Order early. 
Chicago, 50-52 a z, 


Price 10c. per copy. 
x. William 8 
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What The Sunday School Times 
Wants to Do for You 


Two Things 


There are just Two Things The Sunday School Times 
wants to do for you during the year to come. It agrees 
to do them in receiving your subscription for the coming 
year. And the Publishers venture to prophesy that you 
will say heartily, before the year is over, that the Times 
has more than kept its agreement, and that the Two 
Things have been worth to you many times the subscription 
price of the paper. 


What Are They ? 


The Sunday School Times agrees : 

1. To give you the best help and inspiration for Sunday- 
school work, Bible study, and character-building, that its 
Editors can plan for. 

2. To give you, in your Sunday-school work, all the 
help it can that you do not find in the Times, if you will 
tell the Editors what that is. In other words, ‘‘If you don’t 
see what you want, ask for it,’’ and the Editors will do all 
in their power to supply your need, either personally or in 
the columns of the paper. 


Some Things You Wanted 


There is nothing that gives the Editors keener satisfac- 
tion than to give the readers what they ask for. Here are 
some illustrations of the way in which this has already 
been done : 

During the summer of 1902 the readers of the Times 
practically agreed that the only important omission in its 
iesson-helps department was the furnishing of anecdotal 
illustrations on every lesson. 

4 The Times secured the best living compiler of illustra- 
tions, Dr. Louis Albert Banks, to furnish on the Sunday- 
school lesson every week illustrations appearing nowhere 
else. His work commenced in October, 1902. The article 
is already one of the most popular lesson-helps in ex- 
istence, 

The Editors doubted whether the readers were using the 
article on the Young People’s Prayer-Meeting topic, and 
discontinued it. The readers undeceived the Editors. 

4 The regular article on the topics of the Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting is resumed in this issue, and the widely 
known and loved worker among young people, Robert E. 
Speer, has been secured to conduct it. 

A reader wrote asking the Editors what they thought of 
an editorial in the New York Sun attacking the Bible. 

The answer was given in a leading editorial in the ‘Times 
on ‘* The Bible and the New York Sun,’’ which is calling 
forth unqualified approval from Christian people throughout 
the country. 

A reader wished the date of the Sunday-school lesson 
might in some way be given on the last page of the Times, 
as well as the date of the pager. , 

{ Her request was promptly complied with, and a hundred 
thousand persons were pleased. So were the Editors. 

Readers who sing psalms in their Sunday-school services 
wished that psalms appropriate to the lesson, as well as 
hymns, might be named each week in the Times. 

q A list of ‘Suggested Psalms’’ appears regularly, thus 
giving valuable suggestions to all superintendents for 
psalms that may be appropriately used in the general exer- 
cises, as well as for those who sing them. 

A Chicago superintendent wrote a despairing plea for 
help in keeping up interest and attendance in a city Sun- 
day-school in summer. 

{ A prize-article competition was announced for the best 
article on the subject, city Sunday-schools all over the 
country were aroused to see what they could do in summer, 
the results were given in the Times, and the hot-weather 
bugaboo was routed. 


** Ask Marion Lawrance”’ 


And, what many will find most helpful of all, the Times 
has secured the strongest all-round Sunday-school worker 
in the country, a man for twenty-six years superintendent 
of a Sunday-school now famous throughout the land, the 
first state secretary of Ohio, and finally promoted by sheer 
merit to fill the position of General Secretary of the Inter- 
national Sunday-school Convention, to conduct every week 
in the Times an open parliament for teachers and superin- 
tendents, answering out of his accumulated store of practi- 
cal Sunday-school knowledge any and every question 
concerning the problems and difficulties and possibilities of 


the whole work. Marion Lawrance’s Question Box is 
open to all; it extends a cheery welcome to all who have « 
questions to ask on Sunday-school work,—and are there 
any who haven’t ? 


Why the Circulation is Increasing 


You see the idea? The reason The Sunday School 
Times has become a ‘‘ fixture’’ in so many schools and 
homes is because it is giving its readers not only what the 
Editors think they want, but what the people know they 
want, The reason the circulation of the Times has steadily 
increased since last spring is because, now even more than 
ever before, the Times is making this point clear to its 
readers: ‘‘If you will ask for what you don’t see in the 
paper, we’ll give it to you, if we can.”’ 

Of course, it will be understood that this does not mean 
that every suggestion for a new article or department made 
by every reader of the Times can at once be adopted in the 
paper. But it does mean that every request by the readers 
for special help w7// be met in some way,—by personal 
letter, if not otherwise. And it means that the Editors are 
not content to stop with their own ideas on what the work- 
ers want, but are getting ever into closer touch with those 
workers themselves, and by that very fact are succeeding 
in meeting the real needs of the Sunday-school world in 
fuller measure than ever before, 


Not All One-Sided 


But the Editors are not letting the readers do all the 
thinking and suggesting. From their point of vantage, in 
daily touch with schools in every part of North America, — 
schools little and big, schools in city and in country, schools 
of a dozen members in one room, and schools of a thousand 
members in a dozen rooms,—the Editors can know what 
Sunday-schools need, what they are doing, and what they 
can do. So it is that the Times is becoming the great 
Suggester and Promoter of Sunday-school] plans and ideas. 
It not only furnishes interesting reading and helps to Bible 
study. It does more than that, It brings to you, all the 
year round, broad plans of action which your class or 
school can adopt to its lasting good. It tells just how to 
work out such plans, step by step. It prepares you, wecks 
in advance, for the observance of special days and seasons 
in the Sunday-school. It points out tested and sure meth- 
ods of meeting particular defects, overcoming special dif- 
ficulties, accomplishing definite results, It makes these 
plans workable by your school. 


Plans that Stirred a Continent 


The past year has shown striking instances of the Times’ 
distinctive value in this field. Probably not in a genera- 
tion have Sunday-schools been so aroused and inspired as 
by the Roosevelt Rally Day campaign instituted by this 
paper. As early as August the Times began the publica- 
tion of a notable series of articles telling how to prepare 
for and get the greatest possible good out of Rally Day. 
It opened a Rally Day Honor List competition. It led 
on, step by step, until schools in every part of the country 
were enthusiastically making ready for this strategic point 
in the year. Then came the memorable letter written by 
the President of the United States, at the request of The 
Sunday School Times, followed by the demand for one 
hundred and thirty-five thousand copies of that letter, and 
the celebration of the Roosevelt Rally Day, which will go 
down into history. The impressions of that Day in thou- 
sands of schools will be lastingly for good. The spiritual 
blessing that followed, as a result of Decision Day plans 
described immediately after Rally Day in The Sunday 
School Times, gathered up and put into life and character 
the impulse of the earlier movement. 

And so as to the plans for increasing attendance, which 
brought thousands of new members—and recovered old 
ones—to the schools last spring. And the heroics of Sun- 
day-school work in country and frontier regions during 
winter months,—a series of articles which brought in- 
spiration and encouragement to the heroic workers them- 
selves, and genuine admiration from the city workers who 
had never before known of the difficulties that face their 
brothers. 


The New Idea 


This is the New Idea for which The Sunday School 
Times stands. It is the ‘‘journalism of action ’’ in the 
religious field. It goes into every corner of the continent 








Free Specimen Copies 


after the best that has been done in Sunday-school work, 
and brings’ it to you. It studies and perfects plans by 
which you can do better than the best that has yet been 
done, and inspires you to their enthusiastic adoption. The 
coming year is going to see more and better plans of work 
of this unique and progressive sort than the year that is 
past. These cannot be fully described here, they cannot 
even be fully perfected until later on, but a hint or two will 
give you a glimpse of what is ahead for The Sunday School 
Times family. 


News of the Pick and Spade’s 
Testimony to Bible Truth 


The fact that the foremost living Assyriologist and ex- 
cavator in Bible lands is a member of the Times’ editorial 
staff, and reports his own discoveries first exclusively in its 
columns, has made this paper a recognized authority in 
America and Europe on this all-important branch of Bible 
study. Professor Herman V. Hilprecht, Ph.D,, D.D., 
LL.D., will continue to conduct his research department 
in The Sunday School Times. His readers will get, among 
other things, the first news of the decipherment of the 
priceless Temple Library (of 200,000 volumes) discovered 
by Professor Hilprecht in Babylonia, and awaited with pro- 
found interest by scholars throughout the world, Under 
his supervision the important discoveries of all others in 
Bible lands, including Palestine, Egypt, Arabia, Asia 
Minor, and Assyria, are promptly announced and described 
in the columns of The Sunday School Times. For one 
who wishes to know of the continued and ever-fresh revela- 
tions as to the inspired accuracy of God’s Word, this de- 
partment of The Sunday School Times is an absolute 
essential. 


The Trained Teacher 


Have you, as teacher, ever wished that you had the ad- 
vantages of such a Bible Teachers’ Training School as the 
famous one in New York, or as the Bible Normal College 
of Hartford? Have you, as superintendent, wished there 
were some way by which the teachers in your Sunday- 
school could have the best training possible for their re- 
sponsible work? Have you both, superintendent and 
teacher, felt hampered by the lack of such help? 

The Sunday School Times is going to bring the help 
you’ve been wanting right to your doors. It will tell, in a 
way never before attempted, how the Sunday-school teacher 
in the village, the country, the town, or the city, can be- 
come the trained teacher. It will not tell this in general 
terms, leaving you hopeless after reading. It will show 
you, step by step, just how, in a choice of different practi- 
cal ways,—by yourself at home, or with others in your 
school, or with others of neighboring schools, by corre- 
spondence, or by individual work,—you can attain to a 
proficiency in your teaching and Bible study that perhaps 
you’ve never dreamed of. This is only a hint of the thing. 
Watch The Sunday School Times in 1903 to get all the 
benefits. 


Would You Like Expert Help in 
Teaching the Temperance Lesson ? 


The Sunday School Times is going to bring you original 
help in this line. Not merely by its regular lesson writers 
will the quarterly temperance lesson be treated, but by the 
best authorities, teachers, expert students of the problem, 
and special temperance workers on both sides of the Atlan- 
tic. They will lay fresh facts before you, suggest new ways 
of presenting the lesson, think out new ideas for your bene- 
fit, and give you the result four times a year in The Sunday 
School Times. Watch for the World’s Temperance issue 
of the Times, coming November 8. It will be enly a hint 
of what is to come in this line. 


Besides 


No attempt has been made in the foregoing to tell of all 
that is in The Sunday School Times. Not even a passing 
reference has been made to the editiorials for which the 
paper has an international reputation, the special articles 
by famous writers, the ‘‘ side-light’’ articles by the world’s 
Bible scholars, the individual articles by the best Sunday- 
school workers, the epigrammatic, keen, always illumina- 
ting, Notes on Open Letters, the corner for the Children at 
Home. Yet all this and more will continue. It’s a pretty 
big ‘* Besides.’’ 











Enough of any one issue to supply all the workers in any Sunday-school with a copy will be sent for the asking. 
blank on another page is for your convenience in ordering. 


separately addressed, or in a package, 75 cents each per year. 


The 


Subscription rates: $1.00 a year, five or more copies 


To Old Subscribers: You can help very much toward a prompt renewal of your subscription if you will at once tell the club organizer in your school that you 


wish your name included in the club when he renews it. 


next month or two. 


This suggestion is intended Only for club subscribers whose subscriptions need to be renewed within the 


















































































Made perfect by L 


ears’ experience—its shine is brightest, 


comes quickest—lasts ongest—never burns red or cakes on iron. 
ALSO IN PASTE FORM—“SUN PASTE STOVE POLISH.” 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘hese rates include postage : 
75 t Five or more copies, either to 

cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 75 


cents each per year. 
$ 1 00 One copy, or any number of copies 
. less than five, will be sent to sepa- 
rate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One free copy addi- 


Free Copies tional will be allowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 75 
cent rate. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school to examine it, 
will be sent free, upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


1031 Walnut Street, 
P. O. Box 1550 


TIMES Co., Publishers, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 








Superintendents will please fill out, 
and cut out this letter, and mail it 
to The Sunday School Times Co. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Gentlemen 
Please send to the 


UNAEFSEQNEA ocsrvssorssereee specimen 


copies of The Sunday School 
Times for distribution among 
the workers in the 


Sunday-school, 
Very truly yours, 








SEND FOR OUR FREE BOOK 


Why do you permit a custom at the com- 
munion table which you would not tolerate 
in your own home? We will send a 
list of over 1500 churches where our 
woe Communion Cups are 
Trial outfit free to any church, 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT Co. "Dept. 23, Rochester, N. Y. 


ae COMMUNION | 
SERVICE 








Made of several 
materials, with 
or without 
handle. 


Geo. H. Springer, Mer. 
‘oston, Mass. 





Write for particulars. 
256 and 258 Washington St., 








OUR 
Stereopticons 


and 
Oil Lanterns 


Have no equal. Views 
of all subjects. Lowest 
prices. Send for catalog. 


L. MANASSE, 88 E. 
Madison St., Chicago. 


The Great Secret of suc- 
cess in pte and Sun- 
day-school work is to in- 
terest them. In this the 
magic lantern is an im- 
| ante adjunct. We make 

terns suited to all con- 
ditions. Werent slides on 
all subjects, for all occa- 
sions. Catalogues free to 

. S. officers and teachers. 


St t 
McIntosh Co. xe icago 














PHOTOGRAPHY IN ITS 
VARIOUS BRANCHES 


LANTERN SLIDES 
of all parts of the world 


WILLIAM H. RAU 


Office: 1324 Chestnut Street 
Studio : 238-240 South Camac st.} Philadelphia 


MOVING PICTURE MACHINES AND FILMS 
OPVOVTOVLANTERNS WANTED GXLEGh Shut 


HARBACH & CO. , 809 Filbert St., Phile,, Pa, 











Church Fair Supplies’ 


WE HELP YOU MAKE MONEY. 
Elegant paper weights with Photograph of 
Church, Pastor, or both, plain orin colors. An 
subject desired substituted. Beautiful souven 
and desk ornament. SELLS ON SIGHT. Many 
styles. Other novelties also. Write for catalog, 
Ls. C. BOSSELMAN & CO., 525 Broome St., New York. ; 

















| Comfortable Seating for S.S. 


insures better order; larger at- 


School Pura. Wks., 
+ 19th St.,.New York 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


pig Lancer orm Eeenasreer 
af partioulara tn 


Sales-office, 22 





PA conse ne: 


iascan St., Now ork. 


THE, GENUINE. WENFELY BELLS 


he most perfect, highest class bells in the sor 
monsely & Co., Watervliet, West ae Beep P.O., 


I Print My Own Cards 


t irculars, newspaper. Press, 
— size, $18 oney saver. 
a ts printing for others. Type- ot 


rf ces. 
eietoe 

















ting easy, rules sent. Write for cata- 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concern- 


the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
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Read Aunt Abby! 


UT a few times, when the folks 
was just simple souls like me 
myself, and I see they needed a 

little help in some hard fight or dreadful 
sorrow, why, I’ve given them a kind 


of hint.” So says Aunt Abby in apolo- 





log, presses, per, etc., to fac- 
saan Tat pees ch. MERIDEN conn. 


ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will oblige | 


saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times ' 


getic explanation of herself. But the 
“few times” is going to be changed 
to times without number, now that 
Aunt Abby is between the covers of a 
| book. For her book will be read and 
read, and read again, and it will be 
passed from hand to hand in the family, 
and from family to family in the neigh- 
borhood ; it will gladden Christmas and 
birthday mornings, it will go into Sun- 
day-school libraries,—but it will not stay 
on the shelves. Where Aunt Abby her- 
self brought comfort and light to a dozen 
of her ‘‘ Next Doors,” her book will now 
| make lives better by the thousands. 

| Mrs. Annie Trumbull Slosson has 
| never done finer work than in Aunt 





Abby's Neighbors (New York: Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co. $1). The quaint 


New England character, ‘‘ Aunt Abby” 
to everybody in the village, who tells 
deprecatingly of her joys, and sorrows, 
and all that makes up her busy, self- 
forgetful life of service to others, reveals 
the genius of the writer in perhaps a 
gfeater variety and richness than in any 
of Mrs. Slosson’s previous books. For 
there is so much here,—profound insight 
into deep spiritual truths, irresistible 


humor, sturdy New England common 
sense, understanding of the laws of 


child training, keen knowledge of hu- 
man character, literary charm, and the 
art that conceals art. 

The readableness of the book is its 
most obvious charm; the uplift of it 
is still more remarkable. Aunt Abby 
is not an idealized character. She is 
intensely human; her failings and 
mistakes are shown. But the story 
so subtly woven into her own ac- 
counts of her various ideas and every- 
day doings, of how she grew from nar- 
row, selfish girlhood into a rich, full 
womanhood of loving, self-forgetful ser- 
vice, is the sort that throws a search- 
light into one’s own life and heart, and 
irresistibly inspires to better living. 
How petty our methods of setting aside 
‘*charity money " seem after reading of 
‘Aunt Abby’s Tithes”! How narrow 
our denominationalism, after her simple- 
hearted confession of why she was ‘ un- 
denominational”! How selfish our sor- 
row for lost ones, after she has told us 
of the light that broke into her cold 
heart on that morning of her ‘‘ First 
Easter”! 

No less remarkable are Aunt Abby's 
solid common sense and tactful wisdom 
in helping others. If one would learn 
how to do ‘individual work with indi- 
viduals,” here is a guide-book. The chil- 





Alluring Coffee 
Nearly Killed the Nurse 





When one of the family is sick, mother seems 
to be the only person who can tenderly nurse 
the patient back to health. But we forget 
sometimes that it is pretty hard on mother. 

Mrs. Propst, of Albany, Ore., says: ‘‘ About 
twenty-seven months ago father suffered with a 
stroke of paralysis, confining him to his bed for 
months, and as he wished mother with him con- 
stantly, his care, in a great measure, fell to her 
lot. She was seventy-four years old, and 
through constant attendance upon my father 
lost both sleep and rest, and began drinking 
coffee in quantities, until finally she became 
very weak, nervous, and ill herself. 

** By her physician's order she began giving 
father both Postum Food Coffee and Grape- 
Nuts, and in that way began using both herself. 
| The effect was very noticeable. Father im- 
| proved rapidly, and mother regained her 
| strength and health, and now both are well and 
strong. Mother says it is all due to the con- 
tinued use of both Postum and Grape-N uts.”’ 
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dren who were brought to Christ through 


| her ‘‘ Scripture Garden" were a pretty 


| « Miss Silvy.” 


| hopeless lot at first. So was old deaf 


But Aunt Abby’s meth- 


| ods of personal work were the Saviour's, 





|} into a hand-bag. 


and they ought to be ours. 

If you want a book that you will read 
and treasure, a book to laugh over and 
to cry over, a book to read at odd mo- 
ments, or to study and mark and learn 
from, get ‘‘ Aunt Abby's Neighbors.” 
But you'll give it away, and have to get 
another copy. 

<_0 


The American Revised Bible 
in Newest Dress 


HEN, two months ago, Thomas 
Nelson and Sons of New York 
announced that they had ready 

for the public a new edition of the 
American Standard Revised Bible which 
weighed a pound less than the book of 
1901, and measured considerably less in 
page size, the news was hailed with de- 
ight. For, while the earlier style made 
an admirable desk book, it was unde- 
niably heavy and large for carrying to 
and from Sunday-school, or for putting 
The 1902 book fur- 
nished the needed convenience of re- 
duced size. 

Not content with turning out a piece 
of book-making in every way so ad- 


|-.mirable as this smaller edition of 1902, 





| can call it their own. 


the publishers have now issued it on 
India paper. To lovers of that choice 
article nothing more need be said. The 
regular 1902 edition was eminently satis- 
factory. The India-paper edition is a 
luxury. But it is a luxury that means 
so much in the way of added conve- 
nience, compactness, lightness, and 
beauty, that many will not rest till they 
It is only three- 
quarters of an inch thick, and could 
easily be slipped into a man’s overcoat 
pocket. 

As was stated here in the review of 
the 1902 edition, the present book gives 
practically all the contents and advan- 
tages of the 1go1 edition. The text is 
all here, and the few errata of tgo1 are 
corrected. The marginal readings are 
at the bottom of the page. The refer- 
ences are here, the number being slightly 
increased in the Old Testament. But 
the appendices indicating the British 
preferences are omitted, as are the pref- 
aces to the Old Testament and the New 
Testament of the English Revision of 
1885. 

Mechanically, the India paper is the 
distinctive characteristic of the book. 
This-is a paper of such thinness that it 
is almost like tissue, yet so tough and 
opaque that it serves its purpose admira- 
bly. It has a surface like rice paper, 
with no gloss, and therefore easy on the 
eyes. The prices range from $4 to $9, 
according to style of binding. 

More and more the English-speaking 
world is coming to realize that the 
American Revision gives readers the 
Word of God in their mother tongue 
more accurately than any other transla- 
tion ever made. It is not a new Bible. 
It is the same old Bible that our fathers 
and forefathers read and treasured. 
But the American Revision brings the 
messages and truths and eternal prom- 
ises of that Bible closer home to us than 
ever before. Is not that worth while ? 


ead 


Religion in Literature, and Religion in Life ; 
Being Two Papers Written by Stopford A. 
Brooke, M.A., LL.D. New York : Thomas 
Y. Crowell & Co. 60 cents. 

Whatever Mr. Stopford Brooke has to 
say about literature is sure of a wide 
hearing, as his books are the best and 
the most authoritative of any bya living 
writer. Already, in his Theology in the 
English Poets, he handled the first of 
these two themes. He here rapidly 
sketches the story of English poetry 
during the last century as showing a 
divine purpose and leadership in the 
field of mind. His second is a plea for 
active and practical religion as the right 
way to enthusiasm and joy, and as par- 
allel to the creative joy of the poet in his 


| work. 
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CHILDREN AT HOME 
On Guard 


By Frank Walcott Hutt 


OMETHING brave within you, boys, 
Bids you manly be 
When Sir Tempter’s army comes 
To make you bend the knee. 
Sir Conscience is a nobleman, 
Who'll guard you safe, if any can. 


Something wise within you, boys, 
Bids you watchful be, 

When Sir Pride would lock your heart, 
And throw away the key. 

It’s better, boys, to keep Sir Pride 

With all his saucy men outside. 


Something true within you, boys, 
Bids you honest be, 
When old Sir Untruth would try 
Your deepest thoughts to see. 
I'd listen, boys, if I were you 
To open-hearted Captain True, 
AsBuRY GROVE, Mass. 


‘<_0 


The Snake Story 
Mr. Fletcher Told 
By Elizabeth Preston Allan 


HE last tap of the bell was still 
vibrating in the air, when two red- 
faced boys sprang up the school- 

house steps, and broke into Mr. Fletch- 
er’s room as if Comanches were after 
them. A stranger would certainly have 
expected some thrilling tale of adventure 
to follow such an advent; but as Mr. 
Fletcher did not even raise his head 
from finding the roll of boy-names in his 








THE SUNDAY 


fool with it as much as we pleased with- 
out being hurt. 

‘*T believed what these men said, and 
I fretted a good deal that my mother 
made a point of my having nothing to 
do with this interesting visitor from the 
jungle; but in my heart of hearts I 
knew that my mother was worth all the 
other people in the world,—to me,— 
and so I obeyed her command, and let 
the thing alone. ‘‘Ah, boys !”—and 
here Mr. Fletcher’s voice got a little 
husky,—‘' blessed is the boy who has 
that sort of mother, and knows it. Well, 
a friend of mine whom I will call Casper 
was very fond of the little snake (for it 
was a little one when it first came among 
us), and he was always playing with it. 
But I must make my story short,-—first 
for your sakes, because you have your 
lessons to learn, and then for mine, be- 
cause it makes me unhappy to remem- 
ber these things. In short, the jungle 
visitor was a boa-constrictor. And it 

ew faster than anything you ever 
imagined. Casper found out too late 
its terrible power over him; when he 
wanted to escape he could not,—no, 
not though we all tried to help him. 
The deadly thing was wound so tight 
around his limbs that no human power 
could wrench it away.” 

Mr. Fletcher had turned rather pale, 
and his forehead was damp, as if he 
were making himself do some hard thing 
in telling this story. ‘‘This is a sad 
story, boys,” he said, ‘‘ but it is a true 
one, so true that several hearts are break- 
ing under it. Perhaps you guess what 
I mean ; that boa-constrictor was the 
spirit of gambling ! and when I see a 
boy bet another boy anything—even a 
piece of chewing-gum"— Mr. Fletcher 
turned to Teddy and Alec with a sad 
sort of smile, ‘‘I am bound to tell him 
that he is playing*with a boa-constrictor. 


little note-book, I suppose he was ac- | It maybe a very little one, but God only 


customed to this mode of entrance. 





knows how fast it grows, and how strong 
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“There! what did I tell you ?” panted | it grows, and how cruel it is. Ah, boys! = e . 
red-faced Teddy Weaver to the equally | 1 met my poor friend on the street yes- 9 
r red-faced Alec Fiskin ; I told you I'd | terday, and he clutched me by the arm, I f n ime 
get here before the W’s were called— and said out aloud, there on the public 5 
didn’t 1? Now, where's my chewing- | Street, ‘ Fletcher, take me home and lock more than 7,000,000 Jas. Boss Stiffened Gold Watch Cases 
gum?” | me up, and see if you can’t save me have been sold. Many of the first ones are still giving 
A smothered snicker from the boys from this gambling devil that is destroy- prs A a ndeinee | ae that —— Boss Case will 
around accompanied the very reluctant | img me!” sliced ais Gea aiaiiiined ter ak haem rslaton gc 
transfer of @ grimy stick of“ Rhodes’ | ‘There was not.agsound in, the school pI Ea 
Best” from Alec’s pocket to Teddy's. | 0m; you might have heard a pin drop, anteed and are the most serviceable of all watch cases. 
The look on Alec’s face as he parted till Mr. Fletcher gave himself a shake, 
with the precious commodity would at | 48 if he must get rid of some painful JAS BOSS 
any other time have raised a roar of | thought, and said, ‘‘ Well, boys, it will e 
laughter among the boys; but Mr. | be a long time before I tell you as grisly 
Fletcher was already on his feet, and | @ story as this again. First class in his- Stiffened Watch Gases 
roll-call was about to begin. There was | ia? 9 come oe 4 ha GOLD 
no sign that the teacher had seen the |... en every boy in school saw one 
) ienumielien: certainly there was no si little chapped red hand fumbling for an- ee we epcepetoated geld 2uh 0 aver 







of stiffening metal between, all welded ee 
into one solid sheet. The gold permitsof beau- 
tifulornamentation. The stiffening metal gives 
strength. United they form the best watch case 
itis possible to make. Insist on having a Jas. 
Boss Case, You will know it by this trademark 


that he shared the boys’ amusement, | other one very much like itself, and a 
for he looked particularly grave,—and | gtimy piece of chewing-gum changed 
yet Mr. Fletcher was a great hand for | back to its original owner; but nobody 
guying the boys, and laughing at and | Jaughed this time. 








with them. 

Morning prayers followed roll-call, 
and then came fifteen minutes that the 
boys liked so well they had been known 
to say it was almost as good as not be- 
ing in school at all. It was the time 
Mr. Fletcher took for telling them 
something of what he called ‘current 


events;” that is, what he had gotten out | 


of the newspapers the day before. But 
to-day his big ‘‘ Daily” lay on the plat- 
form at his feet, and he seemed to have 
something else on his mind. 

‘*Boys,” he said, after a minute’s si- 


to-day.”’ 


There was a murmur of ap- 
proval through the school. 


‘*But, to be 


honest with you,” continued the teacher, | 


‘*my story has much less jungle and 
much more truth in it than those of your 
princely story-tellers, Kipling and Seton- 
Thompson.” Still the boys did not look 
discouraged, and Mr. Fletcher kept on: 

‘*There came out of the jungle into 


my town, when I was a boy, a beauti- | 
ful, glittering serpent, whose name we | 


boys did not know. Our mothers, in- 
deed, and some others, said it was a 
young boa-constrictor; but the men that 
hung about the streets, whom we boys 
thought very wise, laughed at the idea. 
They said this little snake was perfectly 
harmless, never grew any bigger, that 
of course women and preachers (and 
they sneered when they spoke of preach- 


ers) were afraid of it; but we boys, if | to do at the time referred to." 


we were the right sort of boys, could 


; 
| 
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No Drugs 
Just Proper Food and Rest 
The regular user of drugs to relieve pain is 
on the wrong track. Find the cause and 
remedy it by proper food, and quit drugs for 
temporary relief, or you will never get well. 
A minister's wife writes : ‘‘ Three years ago, 
while living at Rochester, N. Y., where my 
husband was pastor of one of the city churches, 


lence, “I want to tell you a jungle story I was greatly reduced from nervous prostration 


| and anemia, and was compelled to go to a 


well-known Eastern sanitarium for my health. 


My stomach was in bad shape from badly se- | 


lected food ; I was an habitual user of Carbo- 
nate of Magnesia, and my physicians made 
every endeavor to break up this most damaging 
habit, but all to no purpose. 

‘At the sanitarium I was given Grape-Nuts, 
and learned the value of the food. I used it 
continuously, eating it at nearly every meal, 
and my recovery was rapid. Its use enabled 
me to eat and digest food, and to give up the 
drug habit, and I am now completely restored 
to good health. 

‘‘At the present time I am able to attend to 
my household and family duties, pursue music, 
which was formerly my profession, besides read- 
ing and studying, all of which I was totally unable 
Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 
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Over 1,100 Large Pages a Year. Not a Dull Line from New Year’s Day to New Year's Eve. Always Full of Bright Pictures. 
Published Every Wednesday, 52 Times a Year, at the Bible House, New York, at $1.50 per Annum. Louis Klopsch, Prop. 


A HEARTY and WORLD-WIDE INVITATION | 


NEAT Year Tho Christian Herald Celebrates its Twenty-fifth Birthday, and the most Elaborate Arrangements have been consum- 

mated to make every one of its Fifty-two Issues a veritable Jubilee Number. From New Year’s Day to New Year’s Eve it will prove one 
continuous Succession of delightful Surprises, and to the whole World we extend a cordial invitation to join The Christian Herald Family 
and enter heartily into all the Literary and Artistic Features of this Joyous Occasion. 


The Christian Herald is issued every Wednesday. It is always Newsy, always Bright, 
always Surpassingly Attractive, with a Wealth of Beautiful Pictures, and always Superbly 
Printed. It has a Circulation of nearly a Quarter of a Million Copies, and wherever you 
find it, you may know that Intelligence, Culture and Refinement abide in that particular 
Home. The Subscription Price, including our Family Art Gallery, is only $1.50 a Year. 


The Brightest Stars in the Literary World and the Ablest Artists of National and Interna- 
tional Repute contribute regularly to its interesting pages; and the exceptionally High Grade 
and Generous Variety of its contents, both Secular and Religious, place it conspicuously in 
the very front rank of Progressive Journalism. We are determined upon reaching a Circula- 
tion of Half a Million Copies, and to that end we offer the following Extraordinary Inducements. “Sumer ef “in usar 


10 ART PANELS AND OVALS—FREE 


The Grandest, most Beautiful, most Serviceable, and most valuable Gift ever offered to Subscribers, is our unequalled Family ro { 
Gallery, Aggregating 1.000 Square Inches of the Choicest Reproductions of Tem of the World’s Greatest Masterpieces, in their 
Original Colors. Every one of these 10 Superb Pictures in beautiful colors and canvas-finish, will make a splendid Christmas Gift. i 


OUR RED LETTER TESTAMENT OUR RED LETTER BIBLE 


It is absolutely free from typographical imperfections of any If you will send us Three Dollars, you will get The Christian 
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type is very large and very clear, and every 
word recorded as having been spoken by our 
Lord is printed in Red. For real convenience, 
legibility and serviceableness, it is unsurpassed. 

It is beautifully bound in American Levant, 
soft and flexible, with overlapping edges, Red 
under Gold, and is the Only Testament Con- 
taining All our Saviour’s Words in Red. 

For Home Reading, for pocket use, for 
Church and Sunday School work, it is the 
Ideal Testament. 

This Testament will be Sent, all Charges 
Prepaid, together with The Christian Herald 


to January I, 1904, on receipt of only $1.85. 
The Red Letter New Testament is fully protected by copyright, 
and is the exclusive property of The Christian Herald. 





Prepaid, the Red Letter Bible (originated by 
Dr. Louis Klopsch), containing the Old and 
New Testaments, with References, Helps 
Concordance and Maps. 

In the New Testament, Every Word. Re- 
corded as having been uttered by our Saviour 
is Printed in Red. 

In the Old Testament, Every Passage and 
Incident quoted or Referred to by Christ is 
Printed in Red, and every passage regarded as 
prophetic of Christ, the Saviour, is indicated 
by a Red Star. 


Superbly Printed from large Bourgeois Type, and Bound just 
like a Pastor’s Bible, in Soft, Flexible American Levant Leather, 
Overlapping, with Red Under Gold Edges, and the new Movable 
It measures, when open 9 x 15 Inches. 


Book-Mark Index. 
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Please bear in mind that you get The Christian Herald, the Queen of American 
Weeklies, Free to Jaunary 1, 1903, from the Date of Your Order, and that consequently 


Every Day’s Delay means Loss to You. 


Then, if you Act To-day, you make Sure 


of our Exquisite Family Art Gallery, consisting of 1.000 Square Inches of Superb 
Reproductions of Rare Masterpieces, in their Original Colors. While we have made 
Unusual Preparations to meet the demand, we feel quite sure that Everybody who sees these 
pictures Will Want Them. The Metropolitan Museum of Art places the value of the 
Originals of Schenck’s Lost Sheep, Rosa Bonheur’s Horse Fair and Schreyer’s 
Arab Warriors, all three of which titles are Among these Reproductions, at $86,000. 
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